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OFFICE OF STATE SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, Dec, 31, 1884. 


Hon. James W. Dawes, Governor of Nebraska: 


Sir—Herewith I transmit to you the Sixteenth Annual Report 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for the year ending 
Dee. 31st, 1884. Lalso include tables of statistics for the year 
1888, for information and comparison, no report having been 
published for that year. 

I have the honor to be, ` 
Most obediently yours, 
W. W. W. JONES, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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REPORT. 


In accordance with the requirements of the school law, the fol- 
lowing report is made “ concerning the school funds of the State, 
an account of the receipts and expenditures for school purposes, 
a statement of the condition of the common schools and other 
educational institutions chartered by the state, and a statement 
of such plans as the superintendent may devise for the better 
management of the school funds and the school system, together 
with school statistics.” 

The law requires an annual report, but no provision has been 
made for publishing it annually, consequently only a statistical 
report is made for 1883, the general matter for both years being 
combined in the biennial report and comparison instituted. 

The school year begins on the first Monday in April, and all 
statistics are based upon that basis unless stated to the contrary. 

In the general summary, the two years ending respectively, 
April, 1883, and April, 1884, are given. Tabulated reports of the 
counties are given of both years at the close of this report. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 


TABLE I. RECEIPTS. 


* 1888. ., 1884. 
In hands of Distriet Treasurer at 


the beginning ofthe year .......$ 209455 64 $ 247511 54 
Received from the Co. Treasurer. 1267929 68 1480522 42 


Received from sale district bonds 90748 28 ` 102277 61 
Received from tuition, non-resi- 

Gents NEN T S — — 8205 66 4913 46 
¡Received from all other sources... 189480 34 230601 45 


Total receipts including amount on 
hand at the Bees of year...$ 1753819 55 $ 2065126 48 
Increase A eit est vex ipa c a ted $ 3811806 98 


TABLE 1. EXPENDITURES. 


Paid male teachers....................$ 298794 20 " $ 335626 86 


Paid female teachers... ............... - 8608419 93 618756 52 
Paid for buildings, sites, repalrs, l 
ri I —— 329834 12 532296 24 
Paid on other indebtedness......... ————— 115208 75 
Paid for all other purposes......... 372868 51 200488 58 
Amount on hand at end of year... | 249402 79 262804. 58 
Total ...... dE nineteen $ 1753819 55 $ 2065126 48 
Increase (Jess amounts on hand) $ 207405 14 


TABLE IM. GENERAL STATISTICS OF TEACHERS. 


Total number of teachers employed 

A ———— 1788 1906 
Total number of teachers employed i 

LOMB A yin eceesten 3805 4144 
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Aggregate days taught, males.... 153656 , 166997 
d erte, 339569 . 368540 
Total wages, paid and D 
CI M n ee eo NE $ 299718 33 $ 340640 96 
Total wages, paid and unpaid, 
females. senges geen AEN 515623 72 632543 31 
Average monthly wages of teachers. 
on the basis of the aggregate ; 
number of days taught and to- 
tal wages, males.................... 38 98 $ 40 81 
iunc P 30 31 34 32 
General average. EEN un 382 81 36 84 
TABLE IV. GENERAL STATISTICS. CHILDREN. 
1888. 1884 
Total enumeration boys.................... 96627 108998 
ae Ge girls... sese 88430 100405 
Total fu AE 188057 209403 
Total enrollment of boys.................. 66171 11680 
s « i) PME 59958 > 65988 
EE 126129 137618 
Attendance, daily average............. ind 71192 80810 
No. enrolled under 5 .................. os — 318 
di d OVEP Zl civ ps ode —— 175 
Total No. days school partly estimated 899529 413887 
TABLE V. MATERIAL AND VALUE OF HOUSES. 
1888. 1884. 
No. of sod houses ........... scene 284 338 
No. of brick house... 82 92 
No. of stone houges, csse eee 28 29 
No. of frame houses .......... esee eese 2668 2772 
No, of A ete r aa 108 122 
Cota oi 3160 3358 
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Value of houses........ MN $ 2163459 $2351608 
OS BEES A O A 273994 362983 

«  «* books, apparatus, ee 65655 71799 
Total value property............. eee $ 2503108 $2786385 
Average No. mills tax........... eese eese eee 12% 124 


TABLE VI. AND VII. SCHOOL STATISTICS. 


Housse supplied with pt. desks ................ 2186 2461 
New houses built seess eegeesge ae bd 230 809 
No. having some apparatus .. Keeser —— 1749 
No. distriets purchasing text-books... ids —— 527 
No. of districts... O E dad 3521 3834 
No. of teachers, CUN HOA PM UM SE S 1685 1845 

SS ge females........... 3374 8891 
No. of graded and Paitially aden: d 114 128 
No. of distriets having six months or more: 

o ione iic va Ocio eU RU Tuo KS d adu Eiere 2078 2563 
No. having uc more than four ET — 368 
Average number days school in all dida - 119 120 
No. districts having no school..................... 148 221 
No. with no blackboard...................2........ 280 146 


TABLE VIII. DISTRICT INDEBTEDNESS. 


Ki 
+ 


Bonded indebtedness...............................8 717624 $ 775896 
Floating i — —— qe sn n 293829 
Total indebtedness.................. «9 972515 $1069726 
Increase in one year... eR 19556 97211 
Money in the hands of cout EEN 210899 258518 
m e $6 district Treasurer..... 249402 262804 
Total avails, cash.................. m 460301 521317 


If this were applied to district indebtedhess l 
it would leave a debt of only.................. 512214 548409 


— am ron 
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Twelve county Treasurers refused to report the funds in their 
hands, April, 1884, belonging to the districts. These twelve 
counties would probably increase the amounts belonging to the 
districts by $50,000 for that year. 


wor 


TABLE IX. COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


The present year is the first since the law concerning the sal- 
aries of Supts. was amended, and the new law has not been tried 
long enough to know whether its workings will prove satisfac- 
tory. 

The average wages have largely increased, being for this year 
a little more than $620. This is much larger than ever before. 
The work of the Supt. requires special fitness and preparation. 
It makes a vast difference in the schools whether they are super- 
intended by an expert or a novice. Hitherto the work in many 
places was so poorly recompensed that there was little induce- 
ment for good men to seek the office. The increase in salary 
will afford an opportunity for better prepared men. As a class 
our Superintendents have been better than the pay has been, and 
this increase in compensation is but an act of justice too long 
deferred. 

The other items in the table are referred to under the heading 
of Institutes. 


TABLE X. COUNTY INSTITUTES. 


No. counties holding ............... eese 57 60 
Average No. days in each, suus 10 3-5 10 3-5 
No. teachers reported in counties ............ 3,207 3,380 
No. teachers enrolled in Inst .................. 3,228 3,716 
Average daily attendanee............. cee 2,594 2,188 
No. of Lectures given .......... seen 146 
Total Cost of Institutes .................. Shade $ 6,391 04 $8,305 24 
Appropriated by Co. Coms............ see 1,115 1,942 
Net cost to teachers in money not including 

individual expense .............. cessere 5,276 6,363 


Average cost to each teacher enrolled ........ 1 68 70 
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TABLES XY AND XII. GRADED SCHOOLS, 


No. of buildings, ageet a459"*-o"9b5**4t*5 
No. of buildings, frame een EEN ENNEN nene 
No. rooms used for recitation only ..................... 


45 58 
86 81 
48 48 


No. other rooms uSed....ooocomonoroccanonacariononenonanar.. 488 484 
Enumeration of districts EEN nen 99,156. 44,508 
Enrolled in Primary Dept................. .............. 11,488 14,029 
* ' Intermediate Dept... 5,994 6,129 
us Grammar Dept .......................... 4,956 5,157 
ES High School Dept.......................... 1,814 1,955 
Total enrollment.....oooooorconcnoncnnaranconcancacononsaros 24,197 27,270 


Per cent of enumeration enrolled ....................... 
No. colored pupils enrolled ................. KENNEN ENN 


61. 601 
202 368 


No. teachers employed .cocmmoconocnenenonenananacionananas. 439 539 


Average salaries Principals ....oovonenenoncorocanenoranca $ 


795 $904 


$t teachers per month.................... $40 $845 


Average No. months school SHC ESFOHHOSRAESSC HEHEHE HP AAA 


9+ 9+ 


No. o M E — iat 85 


No. partially graded schools................. eee. seses 
No. teachers employed AAA AAA AAA AAA AD IAEA ADA DS 91000. 
Total enrollment VRS STHT SEK HSGCSTECHRECSTEHP THES URE RRO RS ROKR AEHE 


TABLE ZITI. COLLEGES AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS, 


A ee e Ae 
Amount of endowment......... e eee eee eee KEREN KEEN KR coso 
"No. teachers employed .............. cere eere 
No: pupils EE 
Amount paid teachers ged eegenen See ere dineraria 
Amount paid incidental Neen 
Income from endowment............. Leere eene 

ii As MM OA geass 
No, vols e EE 
Value apparatus... ee KEES ERR nnn ennt 


20 
$807,956 
130 
2,575 
$43,890 
$4,900 
$5,300 
$30,716 
19,216 
$11,995 
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SCHOOL FUNDS. 


Tne school funds of the State attract universal interest. Since 
my last report, large additions have been made to the permanent 
fund. On Dec. Ist, 1882 there was in the treasury awaiting in- 
vestment, $185,208 and $648,867 interest bearing securities, and 
notes from sales of school lands, $1,470,919, which with some 
` claims in the Attorney General's hands made a total of $2,262,687. 
The revenue from leased lands was $79,666 and from State tax 
$88,196, the total revenue for the year being $278,381. 

The following statement shows the condition of the permanent 
fund on Nov. 30, 1884, as compared with the condition Nov. 30, 
1882: 


1882, 1884. 
Cash on hand awaiting investment.. $ 185,208 37 $ 45,958 64 
U.S.4 pr. ct bonds. o. eee 15,000 . 15,000 
County bonds tee ettet ete 308,600 762,600 
Mortgages ........... T" 4,000 4,000 
State fundis heads: (8 p pr. mW 326,267 35 326,267 35 
Claims in Atty. General's est ee 7,692 23 21,900 
Notes from sales school lands ...... . 1,470,919 49 2,801,495 82 
Total........................... 2,262,687 44 8,977,216 81 
Increase in two gearen 1,714,529 87 


A part of this increase may come from a more accurate count- 
ing of the notes held from sales of school land. Our investments 
in county bonds have increased $459,000 and our notes from 
sales $1,380,576.33 


To this sum may be added the notes in the Normal and Uni- 


versity endowment funds Ennen, $ 311,046 74 
State permanent fund ue 8,977,216 81 
TD Bonde.. nnnenonaano o. 22,500 
University endowment fund { Cash aan 2916 34 
* e Bonds.......... ess 8,000 
"Ua l Ee 957 85 * 


- Making a grand total of educational funds of $4,322,637 24 


+ mt 
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The amount of notes in the common school fund is estimated, 

Some question has arisen in regard to the price that should be 
fixed upon these educational lands. The rapid appreciation in 
value raises the question as to whether the State should not in- 
crease the minimum price at which they have heretofore been 
offered. It will not be long until the agricultural lands will all 
be taken at the minimum of $7.00 per acre, if that price be main- 
tained. The difficulty in obtaining suitable securities in which 
to invest the permanent fund makes this question of vital impor- 
tance. At the present rate of sales, the day is not far distant 
when the difficulty will be greatly increased. As long as the 
land produces an income for the State there is no danger, but 
when the land is purchased and the cash is in the treasury, no 
income can be derived until itis invested. At the same time it 
is true that the lease-hold has an added value if the lessee has 
the knowledge that he can gain aNittle to his land at some future 
day. Without this incentive the lease-hold becomes less desir- 
able. 

In order to remedy the matter in some degree, the kinds of 
gecurities in which investments can be made should be increased. 
At present, investments can be made in the United States, 
State, and county securities only. The school district bonded in- 
debtedness could be utilized for enlarging the funds, the ouly 
objection being that these securities are not long-lived as a gen- 
eral thing. Again, the money could be loaned upon real estate, 
abundant security being taken to make the loans reliable. 

If these or other new fields were opened and the minimum 
price somewhat advanced, all danger of having large sums idle in 
the treasury would disappear. 


D 


THE TEMPORARY FUND. 


An examination of the Temporary Fund for a few years in 
succession will be of interest, The growth of this fund has been 
rapid, and has kept pace with the growth of the State for a num- 
ber of years. Below I submit a comparison for the last five years. 


xpi i 
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Apportioned June, 1880.....$125,312 05 Rate per pupil $0.881 


cs Dec. “ ..... 182,311 46 ce 0.928 
Total for 1880.........$257,623 51 $1.809 
Apportioned June, 1881.....$ 88,694 24 Fate per pupil $0.5776 
Q 0€ Dee. “ ..... 189,880 71 « 1.2884 
Total for 1881......... $278,074 -95 $1,8160 
Apportioned June, 1882.....$146,422 27 Rate per pupil $ .8844 
Dee. “ ... 170,507 10 « « 1.0299 
Total for 1882......... $316,929 37. $1.9143 
Apportioned June, 1883....$200,096 48 Rate per pupil $1.0806 
ec Dec. “ ... 182,884 26 « « .9824 
Total for 1883......... $382,480 74 $2.0630 
Apportioned June, 1884.....9308,404 35 Rate per pupil $1.4490 
t: Dec.“ 164,804 85 1869 
Total for 1884.........$468,209 20 $2.2359 
It will thus be seen that the increase was 
For 1881...............820,451 44 Increased rate per pupil $.007 
For 1882....,.......... 88,854 42 kb « * ` ,0988 
For 1883.....,......... 65,551 37 ce e e .1487 
For 1884............... 85,728 46 « e“ — 1729 


Showing an increase in five years of $210,585.69, and an in- 
crease per pupil of $0.426, or more than 81 per cent in the ap- 
portionment, and 23 per cent increase in the amount appor- 
tioned to each pupil. This is a splendid showing. Our fund is 
increasing more rapidly than our population, and in a few years 
will be, apparently, almost enough to maintain the current ex- 
penses of the schools. We now pay our teachers about $950,000 
per annum, and the total amount expended for all school pur- 
poses is $1,802,321.90. This sum was raised during 1883, and 
the State apportionment for that year was $382,480.74, showing 
that nearly $1,419,841.16 was raised by local taxation. Part of 
this last sum arose from fines and licenses. 


=o ON 
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SCHOOL LANDS 


So much has been said concerning our school lands that it will 
be of great interest to know in just what condition they are. 
From the report of the Commissioners of Lands I take the fol- 
lowing figures: l 


Lands leased during 1888-4, 


Common School Landen keen 616,809 07 acres. 
Agricultural CONC Ba E ER eR sd 54,780 65 e 
¡o AAA ii 16,059 81 * 
Normal ANA AAA A ARE RAZA] hinata Koro... .QRÁ eee «ocvoctet*oóava 322 93 d 
Total ler NT caiss 687,472 46 acres. 


LANDS SOLD DURING 1883-4. 


Acres Common School, pub- 


Dc salen ias 8,170 43 Private sale, 225,185 30 
Acres Agricultural College, 
public sale ........... cernes 12,668 95 Private sale, 7,798 81 
Acres University, publiesale 1,640 00 5$ ES 5,880 72 
Acres Normal School, pub- 
Hors ee Ee Private sale, 5,878 97 
Total isni eene 22,479 88 244,693 80 


Grand total sold, 267,173 18 acres. 


LANDS REVERTING TO THE STATE DURING 1888-4. 


Common Sebhool............. ecce e 46,172 24 acres 
Agricultural College....................-- cele. 240 T 
Ue DT 10% 
Normal School........ A ILLE A LU. .. 480 ES 


Total kf *e€vsebpaetoitsiopthbue $e... eevee ba. e. fp. UP. »..... 48,126 34 acres 
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LANDS DEEDED DURING 1883-4. 


Common SobooE si pra 24,804 40 acres 
Agricultural College.................... ENER ENN 80 e 
University ................-. Ni 120 S 
Normal ET 160 sy 
a O ERROR. 25,164 40 acres 


Total lands deeded since the organization of the State, 80,- 
- 257 16 acres. ^^ 


LANDS DEEDED AND CONFIAMED TO THE STATE DURING 1889-4. 


Common Sehool................ ss On genee 45,535 84 acres 


D 


LANDS OWNED BY THE STATE DECEMBER 1, 1884. 


Common SCHOO! ss isis 2,746,582 92 acres 
Agricultural College .............. eene 89,080 07 * 
Universite ois vesus e ege ksmexet EE IREE 44,906 08 * 
Normal Sehool Unten 12,562 39 “ 
A O LEIRI 13,368 87 “ 
O D e 676 71 “ 
jor ed p s E 2,907,177 04 acres 

Lands under lease December 1st, 1884, 953,630 19 acres. 
Appraised value ............... cesses wee suia su Dena Deeds $2,375,744 29 
Constitutional minimum value ($7.00 per acre)...... 6,675,411 33 
Average appraised value per aere....................... 2 49 
Annual rental received....ocomonomnoncaonononacanerocconnos 160,919 52 
Annual interest if sold and proceeds invested at 6 

POPCORN d X 400,524 67 

Lands under contract of sale, 461,407 14 acres. : 
Unpaid principal, da $3,112,542 56 


Interest on same at 6 per eent. 186,752 55 
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Permanent fund invested ................. caia $1,160,267 35 
Interest OH DAMOS ii 84,585 88 
Total interest bearing fonds, | 4,273,009 91 

e E OAMI ete. EE 271,887 98 


Lands vacant and unappraised, 1,478,086 13 acres. 

Should it be possible to sell all our lands at the Constitutional 
minimum of $7.00 per acre, our permanent fund would be about 
$20,000,000. But many of these lands are at present available 
for grazing only, and it will be, in all probability, many years 
before they can be sold at that price. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Cash in treasury awaiting investment een $ 45,953 64 
Bonds and mortgages 1n treasury............... eee, 1,107,867 35 


Claims in Attorney General's hands................... 21,900 00 
Common School notes in hands Land Commissioner 2,801,495 82 
"Agricultural and Normal notes in hands of Land 


A noH MN dex ub RUP RR EIS 811,046 74 
Cash in Treasury, University per. fund ............... 2,916 84 
Bonds « 2d CH '" 22,500 00 
Cash in treasury, Normal Endowment fund......... :957 35 
Bonds de e em .. 8,000 C0 

Grand total................... Ge Ee $4,322,637 24 


E 


DISTRICT RECORDS. 


In 1882 my attention was attracted to a glaring diserepancy in 
the annual reports of the county Superintendent. "These reporte 
are compiled from the reports of Directors, and show the finan- 
cial and other statistics of the districts. Each report shows the 
money on hand at the beginniug of the year, and the balance on 
hand at the close of the year. This last balanee goes into the 
next report and becomes the amount on hand at the beginning 
of the next year. In comparing the reports of different years 1 
found large differences. The following table will show these 
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comparisons for a series of years. Remembering that the “bal. 
ance on hand at the close of the year," becomes the money on 
hand at the beginning of the next year, it will be easy to under- 
stand the table. 


1879 on hand at close of year .............. cesses $ 176970 17 
1880 * o  * beginning of renp, RENE 162410 32 
Discrepancy ——— E —A— NE $ 14559 85 
1880 on hand at close of year.............. e $ 185515 22 
1881 * ^** ^* beginning of year .2............. eee 171829 57 
RE E 13685 65 
1881 on hand at close of vente 192780 38 
1882 ** -* ZE beginning of year. cesset ties 180902 90 
DIO PA 11877 48 
1882 on hand at close of year. in 209953 64 
1888 * © “ beginning of event, 209455 64 
Digerepanty P € 498 00 
1888 on hand at close of year...... see 240402 79 
1884 *  ** rm beginning of rent, nn 247511 54 
Discrepancy ............- Vi Rd oem Supe NAME REP dE $ 1891 25 


My term of office began in 1881, and I first noticed this when 
the reports for 1882 were received. When the next blanks were 
sent out I sent a circular to superintendents, calling attention to 
these facts. It was advised to write in the blank before sending 
it to the Director, the amount that should be there as shown in 
his last report. Many superintendents did this and the result 
was highly beneficial, as shown by the fact that whereas the dis- 
crepancy in 1882 was $11,877.48, in 1888 it was only $498.00. 
Some of the superintendents refused to take the trouble to writé 
in the amounts, but the general result thus shown emphasizes 


the necessity for taking this trouble. In one case the school of- 
2 
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ficer changed the figures of the superintendent and refused to 
explain why he did so. The result was an indictment for fraud 
and the hasty restoration of the money, 
. Itis due to our school officers to state that many of their re- 
ports show a greater sum on hand than their last report called 
for. Very few indeed have any suspicion of fraud laid at their 
doors, and aside from some carelessness and want of information 
in book-keeping, they discharge their duties with fidelity. Asa 
body they are exceptionally honest and deserve great credit for 
their management of such vast trusts, and for their liberality in 
doing so much work for the sake of education, with no thought 
of peeuniary reward. But it would be indeed strange if in a 
body of nearly four thousand men taken from all over the state, 
there should be found no dishonest men. And the presence of 
the few makes it necessary to exercise the greatest care in order 
that no loss may occur, and no stigma rest upon the large mu- 
jority of honest officers. 

The laws are strong enough, and the courts are universally 
severe upon those convicted of fraud upon the school funds. 
These sacred trusts are amply guarded, and if officers will exercise 
due care and vigilance no loss need occur. The county superin- 
tendents are made guardians and are given power to investigate 
school accounts, and to reject incorrect accounts and approve cor- 
rect ones. It consequently devolves upon them to be extremely 
cautious in the discharge of this duty. The system of keeping ac- 
counts is simple, and the majority of officers are accustomed to 1t, 
and this evil should be made to entirely disappear. Consequently, 
. I again urge upon superintendents to write in these balances be- 
fore sending out their blanks to directors, and to see in every 
case that the accounts are in perfect balance. 


BLANES * FOR RECORDS. 


The last legislature made an appropriation to this office for 
printing and furnishing blanks for district records. Upon inves- 
tigation, I found the sum appropriated inadequate to furnishing 


~ 
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the needed blanks in quantities sufficient for all the districts. 
Consequently I only used enough of the money to supply the 
districts with a teacher’s register. This register has been found 
very efficient in keeping the records of the schools, and I would 
recommend its continuance. I would also recommend a sufti- 
cient appropriation to supply each district with a Director’s 
Record, a Treasurers Account Book, a book of blank orders 
upon the District Treasurer and one upon the County Treasurer, 
and a book for the Moderator’s record, required in Sec. 16, Subd. 
IV, of the school law. We have nearly four thousand districts 
and a first supply for all will cost for each district, not less than 
three dollars. If the printing could be let upon bids from houses 
engaged in this work as a specialty, I think it could be done, 
without doubt, for ten thousand dollars. While this may seem 
a large sum, it is much less than the districts are now paying, 
and many of them are not able to purchase sufficient records. 
The great saving to the districts which would result from having 
perfect records, would more thau pay for these necessary blanks. 
The retail price of these records is more than twice as much as 
the above estimate, and I believe the money now paid by the dis- 
tricts severally, would supply every. district in the state with 
records, Several new forms for district use have been supplied 
during the past year, and I am trying to afford every facility for 
correct work in the districts. 


TEXT-BOOKS. 


The question of uniform text-books is one of endless variety of 
opinions. All agree that a want of üniformity is an element of 
added cost, and that cheap, good books are very desirable. 

The great publishing houses have entered into a coalition not 
to interfere with each other’s books, and thus all competition is: 
practically shut off. After the failure to secure desired legisla- 
tion two years ago, I suggested to county superintendents the 
propriety of calling conventions of school officers and adopting 
county lists. Twenty-six counties are reported as having adopted 
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a list, and 836 districts out of 1,563 as using the list. Twenty- 
six have no list and sixteen make no report. Reports from the 
counties that have adopted a list are very favorable. In many 
cases contracts with publishers were entered into at very favor- 
able terms, and great advantage has been experienced, About 
527 districts are reported as purchasing their own books, and 
from the reports the economy and satisfaction derived from this 
plan have been complete. Where the proper management on 
ihe part of the District Board and teacher has been exercised, 
the results have been highly satisfactory. In my opinion, some 
legislation is needed upon these points. Districts should be 
plainly empowered to purchase books and a law should be passed 
preventing the too frequent change of books when once adopted. 

Some states have tried the plan of publishing their own books, 
but so far as 1 can learn, the plan has not been satisfactory. 
Other states have appointed a commission to select a list for the 
state and make contracts for supplying, but the plan has been 
found expensive and not satisfactory, the chief difficulty being 
in getting the districts to adopt and use the books. I know of 
no better plan than to allow the distriets to adopt the books of 
their choice, and when adopted, to remain unchanged for a period 
of not less than five years. Conventions, such as have been men- 
tioned, could be called to select a list and contract with publishers, 
and then the district boards could adopt this list. If this could 
be made statutory, I believe great good would be accomplished. 
Such a bill was presented to the last legislature but was much 
opposed in committtee, and was never placed upon its passage. 
The presence of a number of “book agents” may have had some- 
thing to do with the opposition. In view of the many diffieulties 
and evil to be overcome, 1 believe this plan is the most feasible 
and would therefore recommend the passage of some such 
measure. , 

TEACHERS” INSTITUTES." 


Your attention is also called to Table X, which gives some of 
the features in our institute system. The value of this branch 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 21 


of our educational work can not be over-estimated. In a new 
State like ours the demand for teachers is far in advance of the 
ability to pay wages. Consequently we can not import teachers 
to take our common ungraded schools and must work with such 
material as we have. The teachers have responded quickly to 
every movement devised to assist them in better preparation for 
their work. One of the most effective means has been the Insti- 
tute and the growth since the favorable legislation of 1881 and 
1883 has been remarkable. Previous to that time but few coun- 
ties were able to hold institutes. Some of the more populous 
and wealthy counties held regular sessions, but in 1881 thirty- 
four counties held sessions at a cost of $2,800. Only $183 of 
this expense was borne by the counties, the teachers themselves 
contributing the funds. Nearly two thousand teachers availed 
themselves of the opportunity. During this year, several district 
institutes were held, by uniting several counties into one dis- 
trict; but actual experience develops the fact that very few 
teachers attended from the counties other than the one where 
the institute was located. Hence the district institute has been 
almost wholly abandoned. 

In 1882 more than fifty counties held institutes ranging from 
one week to five in length, and with enrollments from ten to one 
hundred and twenty-seven teachers, and at a total cost of $4720, 
of which twelve counties through their commissioners gave $271. 


In 1883 the law was amended, giving the County Superin- 
tendent the power to revoke a certificate if the teacher refused 
io attend and requiring the county commissioners to give $25.00, 
permitting them to give $100 if they thought best. ` 

The effect of this law has been highly beneficial. By its 
power those teachers, whose methods and general preparation are 
most defective can be required to attend the institute. Under 
the old law they constituted the large body of those who did not 
attend. Under the present law they can all be brought into the 
institute. ' In the counties reporting there are 3881 teachers and 
of these 3716 were enrolled in the institute and the average 
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daily attendance was 2783, This speaks of the wonderful suc- 
cess'of the law. The cost for the year is $8,305, of which sum 
the .commissionera contribute $1942, thus making the average 
cost upon the basis of enrollment about $1.70 per teacher. 
Ihave visited about thirty counties during this season, deliv- 
ering lectures before the teachers and public, meeting several 
thousand of my fellow citizens. i 


COURSE OF STUDY. 


A course of study for institutes was arranged for the summer 
of 1883, and a large number followed the course as laid down. 
AN who used it testified to the admirable results obtained. A 
revision of this course with additions of other studies was ar- 
ranged for the past summer, making it a progressive course, and 
all who used it speak highly of the results obtained. The prin- 
cipal difficulty in all of our efforts at unity is that there are al- 


. ways some whose ideas are different from every one else, and 


who are unwilling to sacrifice personality for the benefit of all. 
These persons usually have very good. ideas, but seem unwilling 
to admit that others may have ideas as good as their own. As 
a consequence irregular elements are introduced and discord is 
the result. I have met the same difficulty in arranging a course 
of study for ungraded schools. Some eounties have adopted a 
course different from that sent out by the Department. The 
point is not that these differing courses may not be as good or 
better than the one recommended by the Department; but is, 
that inharmony is produced and more or less discredit is thrown 
upon the course repudiated. 

In eompiling these courses some of the best institute workers 
were consulted and some whose reputation is National contrib- 
uted suggestions. I desire to revise the work for the coming 
summer and sincerely hope more may be induced to follow it. 

Our work has been too much of the nature of school work. 
Recognizing the fact that many teachers are deficient in simple 
elémental edueation, the attempt has been made to supply the 
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defieieney in the institute, overlooking the more important study 
of methods. The small amount of time possible for the sessions 
of the institute renders the attempt to aequire there a common 
school education seem almost foolish, and I consequently assume 
that this education must be acquired elsewhere and the institute 
allowed to do its legitimate work. 


COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS. 


In this connection I desire to mention the work accomplished 
by county associations of teachers. Thirty-one Superintendents 
report the existence of these organizations and they report 131 
meetings. 

These meetings are devoted to the discussion of educational 
matters, many citizens taking active part in them. Where they 
have been conducted Systematically great good has been accom- 
plished. 

Public lectures have been given and a better publie sentiment 
created. I would press the importance of this feature upon the 
attention of Superintendents asking them to examine its utility 
aud see if they can not create interest sufficient in every county 
to organize such an association. One of the important elements 
of success in our work is the creation of popular sentiment, and 
I know of no better way to do this than by frequent publie 
gatherings and the discussions there and in the public press of 
questions relating to our work. 


EDUCATIONAL COLUMNS.- e 


Many Superintendents have conducted educational columns in 
the local journals. 

The Press is one of our stanchest supporters and has yielded 
us every facility to make our ideas public. Those who have 
availed themselves of the opportunity have found their labor in- 
creased, but have derived such benefit that they have felt amply 
repaid. Other Superintendents have conducted journals of their 
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own and have thus been able to reach every teacher and many 
patrons. I have made it my duty to visit all institutes and asso- 
eiations possible, and have thus addressed many thousand people 
during the summer, trying to awaken popular interest in these 
subjects. Butl find the work of the office so great that I am 
frequently unable to leave it and am forced to let many oppor- 
tunities pass. 

The work that has been accomplished has been very satisfac- 
tory, and leads to the hope that our growth and development 
will be more rapid in the future than it hasever been. Many 
county Superintendents report the work in a much better con- 
dition than ever before, a wider general interest, and teachers 
‘better prepared. — ' 


THE UNIVERSITY AND HIGH SCHOOL. 


Early in my first term of office I commenced working for a 
more intimate relation between our high schools and the State 
University. i 

The course of study in the University did not adapt itself read- 

_ ily to the high school courses, and no community of interest was 
established. | 

Nothing was aecomplished however, until the spring of this 
year. Chancellor Manatt entered heartily into my views, and 
together we visited many schools, notably those of Michigan and 
Iowa, to learn the practical workings in other states. Soon after 
our return, at the State Teachers! Association, a joint committee 
was appointed composed of members of the faculty and superin- 
tendents 'and principals of high schools. The result of their 
labor was the adoption of two courses of study for high schools, 
the minor course being completed would admit to the second year 
of the Latin school, and the major course admita to the Fresh- 
man year. 

The report of the committee is herewith submitted. Practical 
operation will undoubtedly suggest some changes in these 
courses. Many schools have already adopted them and are 
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working in harmony. We hope many more will do so as their 
means enable them. Here is the report: 


COURSES OF STUDY OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS OF 
NEBRASKA, 


ARRANGED BY THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE FACULTY OF THE UNI- 
VERSITY AND OF THE PRINCIPALS AND SUPERINTENDENTS OF 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


The committee has arranged two courses, to be styled the 
Minor and the Major. The completion of the former admits the 
student to the second year of the University Latin school, and 
the completion of the latterto the Freshman class. In the major 
course two lines of study are offered, leading to the different 
courses of the University. 

The minor course implies the completion of the common Eng- 
lish branches, including descriptive or common school geography, 
arithmetie through percentage and its applications, language 
work, such as Swinton's Lessons, or Reed and Kelloge’s Graded 
Lessons, and United States history, such as Barnes’ or Ander- 
son's grammar school histories. | 

All high schools adopting these courses and signifying their 
desire to prepare students for the University will be visited by a 
committee from the faculty, and upon approval of their work, 
their pupils will be admitted to the classes of the University upon 
presenting a eertificate of graduation. Should the work of any 
school be not approved, it will be informed in what particular it 
fails, and be given an opportunity to raise its work to the proper 
standard. 
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MINOR-COURSE. 


MM te reer 


L MATHEMATICS: ; 

1. Arithmetic, from the close of percentage. The follow- 
iug topics may be omitted: Circulating decimals, for- 
eigen money, except English, duodecimals, annuities, 
custom house duties, arbitration of exchange, alliga- 

. tion, life insurance, and the progressions. 

2. Elementary Algebra: Robinson, or Davis, or an equiv- 
alent. 

IL SCIENCE: 

1. Physiology— Hutehison or its equivalent. 

2. Physical Geography—Housten or its equivalent. 

3. Elementary Botany—Gray' s How Plants Grow, with an 
analysis of fifty plants. | 

4. Elementary Physies—JVoríon or its equivalent. 

5. Civil Government— Townsend, Martin, Young, or Al- 


den, ! 
III. LANGUAGE: 
1. English: 


a Technical Grammar, 
b English Studies; Orthoepy; Soule E Campbells 
Pronouncing Handbook, or Ayres’ Orthoepist; studies iu 
popular inaccuracies in speaking or writing; exer- 
cises in composition (including use of capitals, punc- 
tuation, etc.), an deorrect speaking; studies in style 
begun. 

2. Latin:* 
a Paradigms carefully committed; Jones’ Lessons 

preferred. 

b Reading of first twenty chapters of Cesar. 


c Irregular verbs and'syntax of nouus carcfully stud- 
ied. 


t 


d The above work to be accompanied by daily exer- 
cises in turning English into Latin. 


o 


as erg tenata 
— 


* Required for students wishing to take the Classical Course. 
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3, German :* 

a Paradigms carefully learned. 

b Irregular verbs and constructions of prepositions. 

c Translation exercises from English to German, and 
from German to English. 

d Daily practice in conversation. 

e Reading: one hundred pages, such as Grimm's or 
Anderson’s Merchen. 


MAJOR COURSE. 


E 


e e 


A. CLASSICAL COURSE. 


IL MATHEMATICS: 
1. Higher Algebra to Undetermined Co-efficients. 
3. Plane Geometry. l 

II. LANGUAGE: 

1. English. Themes begun; readings in English clas- 
sics, and studies in style continued; literary and met- 
rical analysis of Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

2. Latin: 


a Two booksin Csesar completed, and four of Cicero's. 


Orations. 


b Thirty lessons in composition, Allen’s text-book 


preferred, 

c Paradigms reviewed; daily lessons in syntax; Allen 
and Greenough's Grammar preferred. 

d Special study of the subjunctive, infinitive, parti- 
ciples and gerundives. 

e Frequent exercises in turning English into Latin. 

3. Greek :+ ) 
a Paradigms carefully committed. 


— A m——  Ó——— 


* Optional with Latin for students in the other courses 
t Another study may be pursued, and Greek can then be taken in its place after 
the student enters the University. 


— A me natin 
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6 Daily practice in turning Greek into English, and 
English into Greek; White’s Lessons and Good. 
win's Grammar preferred. 


B. OTHER COURSES. 


J. Marnematios: Same asin the Classical course. 
IL. LANGUAGE: 

1. English same as in the Classical course. 

2. German.* A thorough study of Syntax, with conver- 
sations and exercises in turning sentences from Eng- 
lish into German. 

3. Reading of about four hundred octavo pages of stand- 
ard authots; Freytag, Lessing, Schiller, and Goethe. 

III. Screntreic—Any one of the following three subjects : 
1. Geology. Dana's Text-book or its equivalent, one halt- 
_ years work. 

2. Zoology. Orton or Packard, one-half year's work. 

8. Chemistry. Principles of chemical nomenclature; 
chemical notation; French and English systems of 
weights and measures; chemical classification; a prac- 
tical knowledge of the preparation and collecting of 
hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, chlorine, and carbon di- 
oxide. Half-year's work; Eliot and Storer, or Avery’s 
Chemisiry preferred. 

IV. History: 
1. General History: 
& Ancient. 
(a) Classification of races of antiquity; outline of 
history of Persia, Greece, Roman Monarehy, aud 
Early Republic. j 
(b) Institutions of Roman Republie; Punie Wars; 
Triumvirates; Age of Augustus; Early Empire; 
Diocletian and Constantine. 
* 'To be taken if the student offers no Latin ; to be omitted if he offers the Ger- 
man and Latin of the Minor Course. 
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b Medieval. Classification of races of Europe; Bar- 
barian Invasion; Justinian; Clovis; Charlemagne; 
Mahomet; Holy Roman Empire; Crusades; Feu- 
dalism ; Chivalry. 


e Modern. Renaissance; Reformation; Modern Na" 


tions. 
Text-books: Swinton, Freeman, or Barnes. 
2, English History (Green). 
a Anglo-Saxon Conquest. 
(a) Celts and Romans. 
(b) Original home of the English; early Germanic 


institutions; how modified by the Conquest; 


rise of new nobility and growth of king's 
power. 

(c) The influence of Christianity. 

(d) Consolidation. 

(e) Danish invasions. 

(f) Literature; Bede, Cemdon, Alfred, Saxon 

- Chronicle. 

b Norman Conquest. 

(a) Williams claim on kingdom; changes effected; 
Feudalism; Domesday book. 

(b) Anselm and the Church, 

(e) Henry's charter. 

(d) Stephen and the Feudal Lords. 

c The Angevins to Edward I. 

(a) Henry IL and Becket; Constitutions of Clar- 
endon; Assize of Clarendon; of arms, eto; 
Curia Regis. 

(b) Jobn and the Great Charter; Stephon Langton. 

(6) Simon de Montfort and English Parliament. 

(d) Literature—Laymon, Roger, Bacon, etc. 

d Edward I. to the Tudors. 

(a) Edward I. and the settlement of the Constitu- 

tions; Statutes; Quia Emptores, etc. 


Ma A ee —— 
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(6) Conquest of Scotland. 
(c) French Wars; Preemunire. 
(d) Wars of the Roses. 
(e) Literature; Langland, Chaucer, ete, 
(f) Wyclif and the Lollards. 
Text-book: Green's Short History. Tait's Analysis of Green 
recommended as a guide (Macmillan & Co). 
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COMMITTEE. 


G. E. BARBER, Lincoln, Chairman Uniwersity Committee. 
G. E. HOWARD, Lincoln. 
H. H. NICHOLSON, Lincoln. 


R. E. CALL, David City, Chairman Principals’ Committee. 
H, M. JAMES, Omaha. 

N. E. LEACH, Oakland. 

E, T. HARTLEY, Lincoln. 

O. C. HUBBELL, Hastings. ` ` 


I. J. MANATT, Chairman Joint Committee. 
W. W. W. JONES, Secretary Joint Committee. 
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STATE ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS. 


The annual meeting of teachers was held at Lincoln during 
the last week in March, and was noted for the large number in 
attendance, and the uniform good quality of the papers produced. 
Hon. C. H. Gere, of Lincoln, delivered the welcoming address, 
and Supt. A. W. Vandeman, of Wahoo, the response. ` 

The President reviewed the work of the year, and referred to 
the work he had done, in connection with the Chancellor of the 
University, concerning the work of harmonizing the course of 
Study between the High Schools and the University. 

The Chancellor's address more fully emphasized this work. 
‘Papers were read by L. C. Greenlee, of Falls City; J. W. Barry, 
Fairbury; R. M. Bridges, York; J. S. Brown, Crete; N. E. 
Leach, Oakland (now of West Point); Hiram Sapp, Stromsburg; 
M. F. Miller, Kearney; R. E. Call, David City; and E. T. Hartley, 
of Lincoln. 

The settlement with the treasurer showed a healthful state of 
the finances, showing something more than two hundred dollars 
in the treasury. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in the 
re-election of Supt. W. W. W. Jones, as President; Edward Heal- 
ey, of Crete, Recording Secretary; Miss Anna Gray, of Osceola, 
Corresponding Secretary; H. N. Blake, of Beatrice, Treasurer; 
and A. W. Vandeman, of Wahoo, Mrs. E, T. Schick, of North 
Auburn, M. F. Miller, of Kearney, Geo. E. Howard, of Univer- 
sity, J. P. Sprecher, of Norfolk, and N. E. Leach, of West Point, 
as Executive Committee. The meeting was characterized by 
its harmonious work and the vigor of its discussions, and the ex- 
cellence of the papers presented. 
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MEETING OF SUPERINTENDENTS AND PRINCIPALS. 


Immediately after the adjournment, meetings were held in the 
rooms of the State Superintendent. Below we give tlie minutes 
of the two meetings. 


MEETING OF PRINCIPALS 


Pursuant to the call of the State Superintendent, the principals 
of high schools and city superintendents met in the office of Su- 
perintendent Jones, at 9 a.m., and organized by electing S. P. 
Barret, Principal of Lincoln High School, chairman, and Barry, 
of Pairfield, secretary. 

R. E. Call presented the subject, ** Supervision of School Build- 
ings and Grounds," and it was discussed by Blake, Call, Reese, 
Healey, Sprecher, M. F. Miller, and others. 

The next subject, ** Recess or no Recess,” was evidently one of 
great interest to those present, and Healey, Barrett, and McGee- 
hee, who had tried the plan of no recess, spoke strongly in its 
favor. 

The committee appointed by State Superintendent Jones to 
act with a Committee of the State University on a “ Course of 
Study for High Schools," made a partial report. Report received 
and committee continued. 

The report of this committee will be found elsewhere. 

The committee on the part of the Teachers” Association were 
Call, Leach, Hubbell, James, and Hartley. The committee from 
the University were Barber, Nicholson, and Howard. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Meeting called to order by the chairman at 2 P.M. 

The secretary being absent, E. Healey, of Crete, was elected 
secretary pro tem. 

A discussion on “Course of Study" was participated in by 
Hartley, Sprecher, and Drummond. 
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Moved and seconded that it is the sense of this meeting 
that the line between Elementary and High School work should 
be sharply drawn, and that those who pass a satisfactory examin- 
ation should receive diplomas from the State Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction, 

After discussion by Rich, Barrett, Healey, Farnham, Hartley, 
and Drummond, the motion prevailed. 

Healey, Barry, Bowers, Randall, and Delaney were Sg 
2 committee to memorialize the Legislature to stop the sale of 
school lands. 

Barrett, Farnham, Drummond, W. V. Miller, and T. J. Hunt 
were appointed a committee to memorialize the Legislature on the 
revision of the School Laws. 

The meeting then adjourned sine die. 

, E. HEALEY, 
Secretary pro tem. 


t 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Superintendents of the state metin convéntion at nine o'clock 
A.M., in the State Superintendent's room, and organized by elect- 
ing W. W. W. Jones, President, and John T. Mallalieu, Secretary. 
The following county superintendents were present: 


Adams—A. E. Allyn. 
Buffalo—T. N. Hartzell. 
Brown—W. G. Townsend. . 
Butler—Michael Delaney. 
Clay—A. A. Randall. 
Dodge—Sterne Rogers. 
Douglas—James B. Bruner. 
Furnas—A. d" Allemand. 
Gage—M. D. Horham. 
Jefferson—C, G. Hedges. 
Lincoln—Miss M. S. Honn. 
Nuckolls—W. H. Gerdts. . 
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Polk—Miss Anna Gray. 
Riehardson—D. D. Houtz, 
Saunders—A. W. Vandeman, 
Seward—Myron W. Warner. 
Thayer—D. T. Scoville. 
Webster—C. W. Springer. , 
Fillmore—J. B. Sexton. 
Laneaster—H. S. Bowers. 
Hall—D. H. Vantine. 
Madison—T. J. Hunt. 
Nance—George W. Crozier. 
Sarpy—J. D. Patterson. 
Washington—W, V. Miller. 
- York—E. E. Armor. 


The following resolution was passed: 


Resolved, That such change be made in our system of examin- 
ation and certification of teachers as shall make the percentage 
marked on the certificate show the educational standing of the 
holder, while the grading shall be confined to the skill exhibited 
by the teachers in actual school work in the management of the 
school. 


Moved by Supt. Vandeman, that resolution be adopted. . Dis- 
.eussed by Mr. Manville, of the School Work; Supts. Bruner, of 
Douglas; Scoville, of Thayer; Houtz, of Richardson; Springer, 
of Webster; Delaney, of Butler; Bowers, of Lancaster; Randall, 
of Clay; Vandeman, of Saunders; Mallalieu, of Buffalo. Motion 
lost. \ 
A committee to carry out the resolution o the State Teachers’ 
Association, relative to school lands, was appointed as follows: 
Bowers, of Lancaster; Delaney, of Butler; and Randall, Clay. 

Miss Smith, of the State Normal, asked what the superintend- 
ents wish that school to do for the teachers. 

Discussed by Supt. Bowers, Miss Gray, Prof. Grant, Prof. S. 
R. Thompson, Dr. A. D. Williams. 


CR 
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Answers stated that the important matter was that the students 
of the Normal should be taught how to govern schools. Supt. 
Rogers said they should be taught how to teach better the three 
studies, Réading, Language, and Writing. It was said that the 
Normal graduates who fail in their schools usually fail in disci- 
pline. It was thought by some that some Normal graduates have 
such exalted ideas of the theories of teaching that they fail-to be 
practical. 


Supt. Bowers offered the following: * 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that the inter- 
ests of the common schools demand that one or more instructors 
of the Nebraska State Normal School visit the county superin- 
tendents and their schools, 

Adopted unanimously. 


During the afternoon the discussions were quite informal, but 
none the less profitable. The superintendents talked frankly and 
freely upon matters related to their work. 

In discussing the question of institute work the sentiment was 
strongly in favor of teaching methodBdand opposed to making 
the institute simply a preparation for examination. Superin- 
tendent Vandeman thought it would be well to have the exam- 
ination conducted in one branch or two each day, so as to require 
the presence of teachers during the entire day, and to prevent the 
strain of a complete examination during the last day of the ses- 
sion. 

Improvement of Public Sentiment, Educational Meetings, Re- 
ports of Visitation, and other topics were discussed. 
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A COURSE OF STUDY FOR UNGRADED SCHOOLS. 


I desire to again call attention to the Course of Study for Un- 
graded Schools. Itis believed that much can be accomplished 
by more thoroughly systematizing our work. 

The great progress attained by the Graded Schools gives foun- 
dation for the belief that the same principles may be applied sue- 
cessfully to our Ungraded work.  Believing this practicable, I 
prepared an outline some time ago, and submitted it to the teach- 
ers and superintendents. It met with fair success wherever 
tried, and I venture to express ‘the hope that more may yet be 
accomplished. 

With this view in mind, I again submit,the Course with some 
modifications suggested by actual use. The Teachers’ Register 
contains a elass?fieation based upon this Cones and the later edi- 
tion contains the course. 

If teachers will, in every instance, at the close of the term, fill 
out this classification of the school, a basis of work for the next 
term will be established, and much time and labor will be saved. 

One of the greatest difficulties in the way of successful work 
lies in the large number of classes growing out of imperfect grad- 
ing. 'The time of the school is wasted in calling and seating 
classes, and very few minutes can be allotted each class. More 
perfect grading will avoid this waste of time. 

In order to encourage pupils to undertake some definite work 
and thus have an additional incentive, I have prepared a certifi- 
cate to be given each one who completes the Grammar Course, 
and in order to stimulate its use, the certificate will be given 
only upon completion of this Course of Study. The certificate 
is neatly printed, and it is hoped will be considered what its 
name implies, an Honorary Certificate. 1t will be signed by the 
County Superintendent, the Teacher, and the Director. 

I have made this course to conform to the three divisions of 
school life, and have adopted the word ** Course” as less liable to 
mislead than “Grade.” A course does not necessarily indicate 
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time, but advancement, Pupils completing one course should be 
examined by teachers and directors, and if found worthy should 
be promoted to the next higher course, When the three courses 
have been completed, the final examination should be made, and 
those pupils who pass will be given a certificate showing the 
fact, signed by the County Superintendent, the Teacher, and the 
Director, Pupils should be encouraged to undertake to accom- 
plish the work within a definite TIME. ` 

Tus ApvaxcE Course has been prepared for the benefit of 
those pupils who may have the time and inclination to continue 
their studies, and when completed, the examination may be con- 
dueted by the County Superintendent, and the certificate should 
be signed by him. Several contiguous districts may be united: 
for this examination. A certificate has been prepared and may 
be procured from the County Superintendent, for all who com- 
plete the Grammar Course. 


PRIMARY COURSE. 


Reading.—Charts, First Reader, Second Reader, Third Reader, 

Spelling.—Primary Speller. 

Writing.—Copy Books, Nos. 1 and 2. 

Drawing.—Primary Cards. 

Arithmelic.—HFirst Book. 

Geography.—Oral, with Outline Maps, Town, County, State, 
Globe. 

Language.—Correct Speech, Correct Forms, Capitals, Punctu- 
ation, ete. 

NOTES. 


1. The work of this course will cover an average period of 
about three years. 

2. Reapine. Each class separately. Three exercises daily for 
first class; two daily for Second and Third Readers. Review 
several lessons daily, and on Friday of each week review all of 
the book previously read. Question minutely on the words in the 
sentence, and be sure the pupil understands what he reads. Be 
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gure pupils can read script readily and rapidly. Have pupil- com- 
mit to memory choice selections from readers and other books, 
Teach the use of the diaeritical marks; as used in the lessons. 
Have the words at head of lessons pronounced rapidly at sight, 
and review these words often. 

Iu Second and Third Readers, have an oral or written abstract 
of the lesson given. Have the nouns substituted for the pro- 
nouns, and have the sentences re-read. 


In the Third Reader, give careful attention to the definitions 


found in the book. Dictate short pithy sayings from readers, 
and have them remembered by repetition. 

3. SPELLING. The Second and Third Reader classes can be 
united on this subject. Have lessons prepared by copying the 
words on the slate. Have the words of the advanced lesson pro- 
nounced at least four times promptly before class study the same. 
On Wednesday of each week, have all the previous part of the 
week's work pronounced in concert, and rapidly. Once a montb, 
have a spelling mateh on all the book passed over. Spell all 
words at head of lessons in the Reader. 

4. Wruitrine. Copy Books with Third Reader class. Slates 
and blackboard with the other two. "` Copy spelling. Copy from 
Readers. 


5. DRAWING. Primary Drawing Cards, first, second, and : 
third classes. Use slates with guide points when they can be had. 


INTERMEDIATE COURSE. 


Reading. —Fourth Reader. 

Spelling.—Advanced Speller. 

Writing.—Copy Book No. 8. 

Drawing.—Primary Books Nos. 1 and 2, Exercise Book No. 1. 
Arithmetic —Complete to percentage. l 
Geography.—Elementary. 

Language.—Lessons. 

History. —Primary. 

Dictionary. —Definitions and Diacritical marks. 
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NOTES. 


1. The time for this course will be, on an average, about two 
years. i 

2, READING.—Give special attention to the articulation, pronun- 
ciation, and the diacritical marks. GES compass and volume of 
voice with pleasant tones. 

Cause the pupil to understand and feel what he reads, so that 
his taste for the beautiful in thought shall be improving. 

Have some of the best selections committed to memory by the 
whole class. Have the nouns and verbs selected from the lesson, 
copied on paper or slate, the definition looked up in the Diction- 
ary, and sentences re-written in which the definition shall take 
the place of the word defined. 

Let pupils give an accurate quoteñon of the thought or senti- 
ment which best pleases them. 

Let teacher name points of thought in the lesson, and require 
class to find them in the selection and read them aloud. 

8. SPELLING.—Oral, written, and phonic from the book. Con- 
tinue pronunciations as directed in Primary Course. 

Review weekly words missed in spelling. In written spelling 
attend to legible penmanship, capitals and neatness of work. 
Have pupils define all unfamiliar words. Keep list of difficult 
words on blackboard. 

4. Drawine.—Consult Teacher's Assistant and directions in 
the books. 

5. AnriTHMETIC.— Master fundamental operations. Secureaccu- 
racy and rapidity in mechanical operations, rather than dexterity 
in long complicated analysis. Keep in view, chiefly, the process. 
Drill upon addition of long, single columns, factoring, divisors, 
and multiples. 

Continue the rapid reading and writing of numbers. Make 
rapid factoring by inspection a special work. 

Teach the common measurements used in papering, carpeting; 
lumber, wood, boxes, cisterns, bins, and masonry. Secure the 
expression of work by mathematical signs, without obtaining 
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numerical results. Practice the expression of numbers below a. 
thousand in Roman numerals. Spend little time in examples 
of compound numbers introducing more than two denomina- 
tions, as such do not occur often in every-day life. 

Special attention to land survey by sections, townships, etc. 

Review frequently axioms, definitions, and general principles. 

In decimal fractions secure the rapid multiplieation and divi- 
sion of numbers a£ sight, by 10, 100, and 1000. Show that deci- 
mals are only such a subdivision of common fractions as can be 
expressed in orders like whole numbers. 

So fix in mind the place of the decimal point that it can be de- 
termined at a glance. 

6. GrogRapHy.—Have pupils pronounce the geographical 
names from the open book. 

Have pupils write abstracts of the lessons in Geography twice 
à week. 

Review frequently the map lessons with open book, and teach 
the scale of the map. 

Teach map drawing only as a help, not as an end; and remem- 
ber that Topography is not Geography. 

Concert exercises from outline map Jive minutes twice a week. 

Have many of the lessons read aloud in the class, and question 
pupils as directed in Reading. 

Do not spend too much time on the details of State Geier 


7. LawNavAGE.—Let the teacher be guided by some standard 
text-book on the subject, 

Parts of speech should be taught inductively, and practice had 
with the lessons in the reader until the pupil can name the parts 
of speech rapidly at sight of the words. 

8. History. Primary book. | 

Encourage the pupils to read the book through rapidly. 

Have parts read aloud in class, and question the pupils to see 
that they comprehend the thoughts. 

After this encourage the pupil to state in his own language 
what the author says on any given topic. 
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If he fail, have him turn to the book and read it again. © 
9., DICTIONARY. "Teach the pupils how to use the book to find 
definitions, and also to pronounce by aid of the diacritical marks, 


GRAMMAR COURSE. 


Reading.—Fifth Reader. 
- Spelling.—Advauced Speller. 
Writing.—Copy Book No. 3. * 
Drawing.—Pree Hand Books, 1 and 2, Exercise Book No. 2. 
Arithmetic.—Complete. 
G'eography.— Grammar Sehool. 
Grammar.—Text-book. 
Civil G'overnment.—Outline of Constitution. 
Physiology.—(See t Notes.) 
Dictionary. . In Hands of Pupils. 


| NOTES. 


1. The work of this course will cover an average period of 
two years in the ordinary ungraded school. 

2. Reapine.—This exercise should alternate with Civil Gov- 
ernment until a good knowledge of the Gonstitution is obtained. 

Have good selections from each reader committed to memory, 
and recite singly and in concert selections from newspapers and 
current history. l 

Have selections studied from an outline. 

8. SpPeLLING.—Special attention to word analysis. 

Give the definition of the word, and have the pupils produce 
the word defined. 

Other work as in intermediate course. 

4. WnanirriNG.— Teach letter writing and business forms. 

5. Drawine.—Consult Intermediate Course. 
' 6. ÅRITHMETIC.— Thoroughly master the applications of per- 
centage to ordinary business operations, and pass over the more 
unusual applications, Review measurement commonly used in 
business and the industries. à 
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Have the steps of the solution stated from the open book, as of 
more importance than the operations, but have results enough 
obtained to secure accuracy and rapidity. . 

Continue the expression of solutions by aid of signs without 
numerical results, 

Avoid confusing and intricate problems and puzzles. 

Be sure to have the pupil master for himself all the examples 
explained in the book. y 

7. GEOGRAPHY.—Use outline maps. Study comparative size of 
countries and states, taking Nebraska as a unit in comparing 
states; river systems, mountain systems, climate, commerce, eto. 
Have map drawing, but do not make it too elaborate. Geography 
of Nebraska. a j 

8. CIVIL GOVERNMENT, —Teach the Constitution of'the United 
States as directed under reading, and give oral instruction on the 
government of Nebraska. 

9. Grammar.—Pollow the text-book and supplement it with 
composition, abstracts of reading lessons, and abstracts of topics 
in geography and history. 

10. PaysrioLoGY.—The laws of health as related to diet, cloth- 
ing, ventilation, etc., should be taught the whole school. A text- 
book may be used by those having the time for it. 


ADVANCED COURSE. 


When the foregoing three courses are completed, pupils can 
take up: s 

Word Analysis. 

Natural Philosophy. 

Elementary Algebra. 

Book- keeping. 

Sentence Analysis. 

A larger study of History of the United States and Physiology. 

If the other courses have been well mastered, pupils will now 
be able to work for themselves, and teachers should not take up 
too much time in recitation of the advanced class. Give them 


+ 


44 REPORT OF THE 


a good chance to study, and have them write abstracts of the 
branches as far as possible. 

Eneourage and aid them to higher work, but do not neglect 
the regular courses. Encourage general reading. Let them 
form the habit of daily and hourly consulting a dictionary, which 
should be in the hands of every pupil of this class. 

One of the most important studies for an advanced class is 
Natural Philosophy, as it underlies all scientific study. ` 

Elementary Algebra furnishes a most excellent' review of 
Arithmetic; and Book-keeping is indispensable in every walk 
of life. 


COLLEGES AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 


I regret that this report is not more complete, but many have 
not responded to cireulars sent out, 

The total amount, so far as reported, paid for teachers is $43,- 
890, and for incidental expense $4,900. The amount reported 
as received from tuition is $80,715, and from endowment funds 
$5,300. There are 19,216 volumes in the libraries, and their 
apparatus is valued at $9,995. 

Creighton College and Nebraska College admit men only, and 
Brownell Hall admits ladies. All the rest admit both sexes. 
Their total enrollment is 2,532. The State University is not in- 
cluded in any of these figures. 

Bellevue, Doane, Hastings, Nebraska, Creighton, and York 
eolleges confer the usual college degrees. à l 

These schools are of the highest importance, and form a pow- 
erful element in our educational work, and their influence is felt 
throughout the State. 

The necessity for more thoroughly prepared teachers has in- 
duced many of them to establish normal departments, and in 
this as in other respects much good is done. 

It has been and will continue to Le the policy of this Depart- 
ment to consider them as an important element in our educa- 
tional work, and every effort will be made to enter into closer 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. -45 


relations with them. It is hoped that more eomplete reports will 
be obtained in the future. 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT, MORALS, AND TEMPERANCE. 


I cannot do better than place before you an extract from añ 
address delivered by Justice Strong of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and which was quoted in the last report from this 
Department. 

The progress made during the past two years has been rapid, 
and our teachers are much better prepared to impart instruction. 

Much has been said and written upon the necessity of impart- 
ing instruction to the youth of the commonwealth concerning 
the effect of aleoholic and narcotie stimulants upon the system. 
Ihave long believed that true temperance reform lies in the ed- 
ucation of the young. Reason has but little control over fixed 
habits, and the best cure for intemperance is not to form the 
habit of taking strong drink. I would therefore recommend 
some legislation making it obligatory to have this subject taught 
in the common schools, that the youth may know the effect of 
pernicious habits before they are formed. 

Our form of government demands à better knowledge of the 
science of government, and to that end, a more perfect under- 
standing upon the part of teachers, in order that the simple prin- 
ciples of law may be better understood by the whole people. 


Mr. Strong says: 

“I think it one of the most interesting features of the present 
age that public attention is so much directed to popular educa- 
tion. Not only is the duty of training the young for useful man- 
hood and womanhood more generally recognized than ever be- 
fore in the history of the world, but there is a great increase in 
the number of thoughtful men who are considering the best 
modes of conducting educational operations in our public schools. 
We have passed the time when it was doubted whether schools 
for universal popular education may properly be sustained at the 
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publie expense. It is now aeknowledged everywhere that the 
wise administration of government, as well as its safety and per- 
petuity, is largely dependent upon the intelligence of the masses 
governed, This is true in all nations that exist under a constitu- 
tional form of government. Above all, it is true in the United 
States. Here the people themselves are the government. They 
dictate its forms and agencies; they select its officers; they make 
its laws; the designate, directly or indirectly, what men shall 
legislate for the country, what judges shall administer the laws 
in existence, and who shall execute them. Their impulses, their 
prejudices, or their judgment, dictate what governmental policy 
shall be pursued. There is upon our statute books no law of, 
universal application that has not been placed there, and is not 
kept there, by'and in obedience to the popular will. Al govern- 
mental and legal changes flow from the same source. It is the 
voice of the masses that declares what shall be the rights of labor, 
of property, and of person. If the forms of government become 
unpalatable to them, others are substituted. If they PINE 
its administration they force a change. + * 

Such is the moving power controlling all others in a government 
founded as ours is, and resting on almost universal suffrage. 


It is needless to say,it is of unspeakable importance that a 
` power so vast and so far-reaching, should be intelligently exer- 
cised. It may be admitted that the most ignorant and untrained 
of all our people would not naturally imperil or destroy institu- 
tions so precious as ours. But even honest ignorance is'danger- 
ous. Beyond the facility with which it may be employed by am- 
bitious, selfish and unpatriotic men, lies the fact of its incapacity 
to bring to the consideration of the public, questions that must 
constantly arise, a sound and wise judgment. It will, it must 
exert its power; but whether for good or evil, is a thing of hap- 
hazard. ; 

Instead, therefore, of doubting whether the general education 
of the young before they come to adult years, is a matter outside 
of governmental concern, it is a wonder that it does not absorb 
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more of the public interest and attention, more of the wise care 
‘of the Government itsel? No government can set before itself 
& higher duty than that of making provision for its perpetuity 
and its broader usefulness. And, in my judgment, these great 


ends ean be secured in this country in no other way so efficiently ' 


as in fostering and guiding wisely the education of our youth in 
ihe publie schools. Parents will not do this work; except in 
comparatively rare cases, they never did. In most cases they 
turn over the education of their sons and daughters to the public 
school teacher, and consider themselves thus relieved from their 
responsibility. What the youth knows of the history or institu- 
tions of the country is an acquisition not made at home. Ido 
not speak of this to justify parental neglect; I speak of it as 
& fact. i 

It should never be forgotten that the children and youth of the 
country belong not to their parents alone; they are in one sense 
the heritage of the State, its property—as much so as are the 
publie lands or the proceeds of taxation, for they are to be its 
supporters and the guide of its action. The government is to 
live not only for them, but by them. It is this consideration 
which justifies and demands the establishment and support of 
publie schools, — * * * * * * * * * 


The paramount purpose of publie school education is to fit the 
entire body of children and youth in the land for good and use- 
fal citizenship; to prepare them not merely to enjoy the blessings 
of an orderly, wise and beneficent government, but to protect, 
perpetuate and enlarge those blessings. And the attainment of 
this object, it seems to me, i8 to be reached by three successive 
steps. I speak not now of moral training, the importance of 
which cannot be overestimated; it should ever aceompany intel- 
lectual culture, and it will always be found a helper. 

The first step is to teach the use of instruments, without 
Which, mental culture and the acquisition of needed knowledge, 
if not impossible, is difficult. I refer now to the primary stages, 
such as reading, spelling, writing, and arithmetic. 
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The second step is to teach the formation of habits of thought, 
of reflection, and the exercise of judgment. * * * 

The third step is the acquisition of that knowledge which is 
essential, or at least useful in the discharge of the civil and social 
duties that will soon fall upon those instrueted in the schools. 
This knowledge should be enough to make intelligent voters and 
useful citizens in every department of civil life. It may be 
enough to create intelligent Homes and family circles, where it 
shall be a subject of conversation, and where, even under a 
mother's influence, the boy shall be trained into a higher man- 
hood. 

No one doubts the wisdom of instructing a boy or a girl in 
the geography of ‘his own country and in that of the world. 
To an American citizen knowledge of his own country and of 
the whole of it, would seem indispensable. And if such knowl- 
edgeisessential for a legislator, it would seem to be equally essential 
for those who make legislators and control their action: * * 

I think the graduates of our schools, in most cases, when they 
go out into independent life, know little or nothing of the sys- 
tem of government under which they are to live, and of which 
they are to be constituents, * * * * * 

"We have written constitutions in each state, which define the 
purposes of government, distribute its powers, prescribe the 
mode in whieh they shall be exercised, assign to every man his 
place and duty, and declare what rights are inviolate, which gov- 
ernment itself cannot take away. We have also a Federal Con- 
stitution establishing a general government with limited powers, 
though extending over the whole Union, felt everywhere, but 
jarring in no degree with the governments of the states. 

The constitutions are brief. Any one of them may be read in 
two hours. * * * I would have every youth learn how each 
legislative branch is constructed, how its members are chosen, 
and what advantages flow from having two bodies instead of one 
necessary for the enactment of every new law. 

I would have him acquire a clear understanding of what is and 
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what is not legislative power, and what limits have been fixed to 
its exercise. Such knowledge would protect him against many 
a possible mistake. i 

I would have him taught the constitution, province and power 
of our courts. Thus he would learn to respect the administra- 
tion of the law, and with that reverence the law more. Sol 
would have him understand the office and duties of the exeeutive, 
and thus, in view of these several departments of power, be able 
to form some correct conception of the completeness and value 
of the government system. I would have him also observe and 
study the limitations of power defined in the constitutions and 
the declarations of indefeasible rights beyond the reach of gov- 
ernment eontained in them. 

With such knowledge, added to correct moral training, he 
would be prepared for good citizenship, and for the intelligent 
and useful performanoe of his, duties to the publie, and for a wise 
participation in the government itself. It would make intelli- 
gible many things in the practical operations of government that 
to so many are now mysterious and apparently unreasonable. It 
would convince of its fitness to secure to all equal justice, domes- 
tic tranquility, liberty, and general welfare.’ It would deepen 
and diffuse a more ardent love of country.” 
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UNIVERSITY OP NEBRASKA. 


REPORT OF THE CHANCELLOR. 


Hon. W. W. W. Jones, State Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir—1 have the honor to make, at your request, the following 
report upon the progress of the University for the last two years, 
and its present condition. 

In this period a third college, that of Medicine, has been 
opened and is in successful operation; the College of Literature, 
Seience and the Arts has been mueh strengthened; and the In- 
dustrial College is now in process of more thorough organization, 
The period has been on the whole one of steady prosperity, aud 
itis believed that the University is now well advanced on lines 
of growth which may be wisely aud permanently followed. 

The total attendance for 1882-3 was 288; for 1888-4, 349, 
Of this latter number, 139 were in the Colleges and 196 in the 
Latin School, the remainder being in the Conservatory of Music. 
Notable is the inereasing proportion of students of College 
grade. In 1888-4, thirteen graduated from the Academic and 
Industrial Colleges; in 1884—5, the same number from these col- 
leges and seven from the College of Medicine—a total for these 
two years of 37 graduates, or more than three-fitths of the whole 
number graduated in the preceding ten years of the University's 
existence. This increase has gone along with the steady 
strengthening of courses of study and increasing thoroughness 
of instruction. 

The personnel of the Faeulty has materially changed in this 
period. Professor H. E. Hitchcock, Dean of the Academic Fac- 
ulty, served as acting Chancellor until January 1, 1884, the date 
of my own accession. Professor Samuel Aughey resigned the 
chair of Natural Sciences in August, 1888, and in June, 1884, 
Dr. Lewis E. Hicks, then Professor of Geology in Denison Uni- 
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versity, was elected to the vacaut chair with the style of Professor 
of Geology and the Allied Sciences. Professors S. R. Thompson 
and Harvey Culbertson resigned the chairs respectively of Agri- 
culture and Horticulture in March, 1888. With a view to a 
thorough reorganization and revival of the Industrial College, 
Professor Charles E. Bessey, then Vice President of the Iowa 
Agricultural College, was elected to the chair of Horticulture 
and Botany and made Dean of its Faculty. Col, E. P. Savage 
had been previously made Superintendent of the College Farm, 
and Mr. Henry H. Wiug, D. Agr., of Cornell University, was 
secured as Instructor in Agriculture. Charles N. Little, B. A., 
Instruetor in Civil Engineering, was advanced to the grade of 
Associate Professor in that department. 

In August last Professor F. W. Grube resigned the chair of 
Modern Languages, and on December 17 following the Board of 
Regents elected to the vacant chair Dr. August Hjalmar Edgren, 
of the University of Lund, in Sweden, who will enter on his 
duties in April next. 

The Medical Faculty, formed in 1883, included originally the 
following: 


A. R. MircueLL, M.D., 
Dean and Professor of Anatomy. 


PAUL Grossmann, M.D., 
Professor of Surgery. 


L. A. Merriam, M.D., ` 
Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine. 


H. B. Lowry, M.A., M.D., 
Professor of Physiology, Materia Medica, and Therapeutics, 


W. M. Kxarr, M.D., 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 


H. H. Nıcuorsox, M.A., 
Professor of Chemistry. 
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L. B. Grappy, M.D., 
Professor of Diseases of the Eye and Ear. 


Hox. O. P. Mason, 
Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 


NATHANIEL J. Beacuty, M.D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


*B. L. Parnes, M.D., 
Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 


C. L. Harz, M.D., i 
Professor of Materia Medica and. Therapeutics. 


F. B. Rreuter, M.D., 
Professor of Obstetries and Diseases of Women. 


t W. S. Larra, M.D., 
Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 


J. H. Wooran», M.D., 
Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 


Ira Van Camp, M.D.. 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 


Of these, Dr. Paul Grossmann resigned, and the vacant chair 
has been divided and filled by the appointment of Dr. R. R. Liv- 
ingston as Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 
and Dr. S. D. Mercer as Professor of Clinical Surgery. Dr. Ira 
Van Camp has also resigned. Besides the Faculty above named, 
the following gentlemen have served as lecturers: Elijah M. 
Whitten, M.D., Charles M. Dinsmoor, M.A., M.D., Geo. H. Par- 
sell, M.D., Richard Carscadden, M.D., John P. Wayman, M.D,, 


and Milton Lane, M.D. 


* The two sets of duplicate chairs following belong respectively to the Homec- 


pathic and Eclectic Schools of Practice, 
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The University is now moviug forward on séveral lines, with 
its own obstacles to overcome. It is confronted, first, by the 
problem of medieal education. 'The College of Medicine has 
been thus far on an experimental basis only. The experience 
of the past two years has been valuable not only as a demonstra- 

“tion that such a college has a wide and open field here, but in 
emphasizing the need of large wisdom and along look in laying 
its permanent foundations. The government of the University 
are sensible of their obligations to the public in undertaking to 
provide training for the class which should be the keepers of the 
publie health; and no pains will bespared to make these founda- 
tions sure. 

It is confronted, too, by the problem of industrial education. 
From all quarters come complaints of complete or partial failure 
on the part of colleges or departments organized under the 
“Agricultural Land Grant” law of Congress The colleges 


founded apart, generally by widening their range so as to cover ` 


the whole field of education and by grading their work down to 
the ordinary common school limit, have found support and borne 
some fruit. The departments have not enjoyed au equal appar- 
ent success; indeed, they have been conspicuously unfruitful. It 
is believed this state of things need not continue. In the case 
of this University, it is not to continue in mere default of a 
serious grappling with the problem. The aceession of Professor 
Bessey to the Deanship of the College marks a new departure. 


He comes with fifteen years’ experience in building up one of 


the best of the separate agricultural colleges—that of Towa; with 
full faith that industrial education in the University can be made 
a success, and with definite working plans to that end. In these 
plans the other scientific men of the University, his colleagues, 
are heartily agreed and ready to eo-operate. The authorities ot 
the University ask of the Legislature $50,000 out of the balance 
of University funds now in the State Treasury, for the erection 
of an Industrial Collegé building adequate for all the work and 
collections of that Collegé. Agriculture, Horticulture and Bot- 
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any, Geology, Physics, Civil and Mechanical Engineering, Vet- 

erinary Science, will all have ultimate provision there. The 

sincerity of the announced purpose of the University authorities 

to build up this college appears from the fact that they ask more 

for permanent improvement here than in all other directions. 

For the present they aim to make the education provided now: 
in Agriculture and related sciences as good as the best; to sus- 

tain the excellent course in Civil Engineering; and to add soon 

other courses in Veterinary Science and Mechanical Engineering. 

At the same time they hope to make the externals and the ap- 
paratus of this education more adequate and attractive than are 
those of any department of the University to-day. 

The old College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, is mov- 
ing forward on lines traced by experience, and is therefore mak- 
ing more marked and sure progress. lts faculty is being re- 
erulied from the best men in the educational field; and the 


, education it gives is in spirit and method well up with the times, 


'The one great want now of the University as a whole is proper 
articulation with the system of public instruction of which it is 
the head. Until a thorough gradation is effected, making the 
way clear and straight from the primary school to the University, 
the University cannot do its true and full work nor can the schools 
feel the wholesome influence from above essential to their life 
and growth. There is needed a system of public high schools 
distributed over the State—one at least in every county, ulti- 
mately—strong enough to train good teachers for the lower 
schools, to offer the finish of a good practical English education 
to the pupils who would be drawn to them from the county or 
a larger surrounding district, and to prepare all who seek the 
higher education for college or the University. Such schools are 
the strength of the Michigan system, where all grades of public 
education are unusually strong, and the University, standing in 
the very forefront of institutions of its class, fitly crowns the 
whole. This University, young and humble now, aspires to ren- 
der a service as high and far-reaching in the education of Ne- 
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braska. To this end she invites the confidence and co-operation 
of the other schools. Results thus far secured may be briefly 
stated. Courses of study, agreed upon by a joint committee 
of the convention of superintendents and principals on the one 
part and the University Faculty on the other, have been distrib- 
uted to the schools—a major course grading up to our Freshman 
class, and a minor course to the second year of our Latin School. 
The public schools are invited to adopt one or other of these 
courses as they may now be able, or at least to work toward 
them. “Any school, adopting either course and asking to be ad- 
mitted to relations with the University, will be visited and in- 
spected by a committee of the Faculty, and if found equal to 
the work required will be placed on our list of “ accepted” or 
“accredited” schools. Persons holding certificates or diplomas 
from any school on this list in evidence that they have completed 
and passed successful examinations in one of these courses will 
be admitted to the proper standing in the Latin School or the 
colleges of the University without further examination. Eight 
schools have already applied for inspection under this arrange- 
ment, namely, for the Major Course, Beatrice, Hastings, Platts- 
mouth, and David City; for the Minor Course, Gibbon, Harvard, 


Sutton, and Hebron. Others report their intention of working - 


up to the mark thus set. It is too early to estimate results to 
the University or the schools, but the beginning made is auspi- 
cious and hopeful. As an earnest of our spirit in the matter, 
we have at the opening of this year already honored certificates 
and diplomas of various high schools by waiving our examina- 
tions in favor of their holders. This was done in case of pupils 
from Omaha, Kearney, Beatrice, Brownville, Falls City, ete., ete. 
In the effort to bring the University into vital and working union 
with the other public schools, we have to thank the State Super- 
intendent, both officially and personally, for his cordial and effec- 
tive co-operation; and like acknowledgments are due to many 
of our publie school men. 

In conclusion, it may be said that all indieations justify the 
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` belief that the next two years are to see here a large and healthy 


University growth. Given the command of our surplus revenues 
to carry out the plans already formed, and the University will go 
forward with & swifter and surer stride than ever before, while 
ihe entire edueation of the State must share the impetus of her 
advance, 

Trusting that, together with all our fellow-teachers.in the 
commonwealth, we may continue to labor together with one 
heart and¿mind to this great consummation, I have thé honor to 
be, ' 

. Very respectfully yours, 
IRVING J. MANATT, 


Chancellor. 
The University, Dec. 20, 1884. 


1 
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NEBRASKA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


OFFICE OF PRINCIPAL, 
Peru, NEB., December 19th, 1884. 
To the Honorable W. W. W. Jones, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
' of the State of Nebraska: 
Srr—In compliance with your request I have the honor to 


submit the following report of the Nebraska State Normal Sehool . 


for the two years ending Dec. 31, 1884, together with its present 
eondition: 


d ATTENDANCE. 


There have been in áttendance during the last two years 470 
students, 292 ladies and 178 gentlemen. Of these 111 have been 
graduated; 22 from the Higher and 89 from the Elementary 
Course. Nearly all of these graduates are now engaged in 
teaching in the schools of the State. Many of the under- 
graduates are also teaching in the State. l 

During the present year there have been in attendance 217 
ladies and 126 gentlemen; 310 of these are from Nebraska and 
28 from nine other states. Forty-four counties of the State are 
represented in the school, being an increase of eight over the 
last year. 


FACULTY. 


The Faculty consists of a principal and nine assistants, three | 


gentlemen and six ladies, selected solely with reference to their 
skill, zeal, and ability as teachers in their several departments. 


LIBRARY. 


The institution is furnished with a very carefully selected library 
of more than 2000 bound volumes, and nearly as many unbound 
volumes and pamphlets. 

By law the entrance fee of five dollars for each student is 
placed in the State Treasury to be paid out on the warrant o 
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the Board of Education of the State Normal School, for making 
additions to the Library and procuring the leading journals and 
periodicals. By a recent construction of the law, this money 
can not be drawn from the Treasury until appropriated by act of 
the State Legislature. At its last session the Legislature failing 
to pass such act, the Board has had no funds at. its disposal for 
the purchase of books, hence but few additions have been made, 
This matter wil doubtless be remedied at the coming session 
By the thoughtfulness of the members of Congress from our 
State, valuable publie documents have been contributed to the 
Library. "The venerable Dr. Oliver, Archdeacon of the diocese 
of Nebraska, has placed the school under peculiar obligations by 
eontributing a full set of the philosopbieal works of Dugald 
Stewart, edited by Sir Wm Hamilton. 


APPARATUS AND CABINETS, 


There is a limited supply of physical and chemical apparatus, 
which, with the apparatus owned by the teachers and used in 
the school, gives the means of efficient practical instruction in 
the several departments it is designed to illustrate. 

There are good working cabinets of Zoology, Botany, Mine- 
ralogy, and Paleontology, which are rapidly growing under the 
fostering care of the gentleman in charge of the Department of 
Science, but their usefulness as well as the usefulness of the en- 
tire department is largely impaired by the lack of room. 


COURSES OF STUDY. 


There are two courses of study prescribed for the school. 
The Elementary Course comprises those branches required by 
law ofa teacher holding a second grade certificate. Students com- 
pleting this course receive a certificate good for two years in 
any part of the State. The Higher Course covering a period of 
three years, when completed, entitles a student to a diploma 
which, after three years of successful teaching, becomes a per- 
petual certificate for any of the higher grades of schools in the 
State. The following are the 


COURSES OF STUDY. 


: ELEMENTARY COURSE, 
z (——— X 
FALL TERM, i WINTER TERM. SPRING TERM, 
| Arithmetic, Oral and Written, { Arithmetic, Continued. Arithmetic, Completed. 
Ist YEAR, | Geography and Map Drawing. Physical Geography. Mathematical Geography. 
J Reading and Word Analysis. Drawing. Book-keeping. 
| Enghsh Grammar and Composition. English Grammar, Continued English Grammar, Completed, 
2D YEAR. ; School Economy. Methods of Teaching Methods of Teaching. 
| U, S. History. Civil Government. Physiology. 
HIGHER COURSE. 
00] UU SM 
FALL TERM. WINTER TERM. SPRING TERM. 
Algebra od Algebra, Continued. Algebra, Completed, 
ist YEAR, Natural Philosophy. | Chemstry. Chemistry, Completed. 
Rhetoric., | Enghsh Composition. Botany. 
Geometry. "| Geometry, Completed, Trigonometry. 
2D YEAR. Zoology. Geology. | School Laws. 
General History. English Literature. Political Economy. 
Psychology, | Psychology, Continued. Psychology, Completed. 
3D YEAR Astronomy. | Moral Philosophy, Logic. 
Science of Education, H Art of Instruction, Methods of Teaching. 
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GENERAL EXERCISES.—Vocal Music, Penmanship, and Orthography are daily exercises, and constitute a part of the Regular 
Course. 
LATIN —Instruction in Latin free to students of the Hagher Course holding Certificates of Graduation in the Elementary Course 
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A PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL. . 


The Normal School has a well-defined function in the school 
system of the state. To it the state must look for its supply of 
professional teachers, who, going forth to the several counties, by 
their superior tact and skill in the application of those principles 
which underlie all truly effective teaching, shall diffuse: those 
principles and so elevate the great body of instructors who have 
the moulding of the minds and habits of thought of the youth 
of the state. In both the elementary and higher courses, dis- 
tinctive professional instruction occupies a prominent place, : 
although lack of facilities prevents the acquisition of that 
thorough practical knowledge under the eye of an experienced 
professional teacher of the proper manner of conducting a 
school, which is so desirable. 1t is confidently hoped that this 
defect may be speedily remedied. 


PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SCHOOL. 


The past term has been one of the most súccessful in the his- 
tory of the school. The number of students registered is equal 
to or greater than that of any previous year, while the regularity 
and constancy of attendance have never before been equaled. 
The whole number of pupils enrolled has been 210. "The aver 
age daily number answering to roll-call has exceeded 190. The 
spirit manifested by the students both in work and deportment 
has been truly commendable, seldom requiring more than the 
expressed wish of the teacher to secure their best effort. As a 
result the term has been marked by more than usual progress. 
In addition to the regular work of tbe term, special labor has 
been most cheerfully assumed in preparing a contribution to the 
educational exhibit at New Orleans. Students in the elementary 
course have prepared maps, manuscripts, plans of school-houses, 
miniature models of school-furnishings, and specimens of in- 
ventive and free-hand drawing. A large number of the maps 
were drawn on prepared cloth in India ink, so as to be of 
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real use in the sehool-room for reference in the study ot Geo- 
graphy. 

The students of the higher course prepared original work in 
physies, mineralogy, chemieal analysis, botany, zoology, and as- 
tronomy. Much of the apparatus with which the experiments 
were performed was constructed by the students themselves, 
The air of the school-rooms was analyzed and the results so tab- 
ulated as to show at a glance their sanitary conditions. Daily 
observations of the sun were made, and charts of his disk pre- 
pared showing the form, number, and position of the sun-spots. 
Collections of insects, with microscopic drawings of typieal 
specimeus were made, and birds, mammals, and plants were pre- 
pared, mounted, and classified. Several cases of this class of 
work, most of which was prepared during. the term, were packed 
and forwarded to New Orleans. Great embarrassment has been 
experienced both by teachers and students from the lack of 
needed apparatus, material, and room. 


PRESENT NEEDS OF THE SCHOOL. 


First. Warming and ventilation. 

The present usefulness of the school is greatly impaired by the 
lack of proper means of warming the building, and an entire 
absence of provisions for ventilation. An, analysis of the air of 
the several rooms reveals the fact that, with the utmost care that 
can be taken to preserve proper atmospheric conditions, the air 
still contains a proportion of poisonous gases, more than twice 


as great as is consistent with the healthful and vigorous action. 


of body and mind. Does ‘not true economy and the highest in- 
terest of the school and the state demand that the best means 
known to science should be used both in warming and ventila- 
ting the building. 

Second. Additional room. 

Since the erection of the present structure, the population and 
wealth of the state have increased more than four-fold, and at 
present are increasing more rapidly than ever before. The 
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school has kept pace with the state, and now demands con- 
veniences corresponding with its increasing attendance, growing 
cabinets, rapidly developing library, and constantly accumulating 
laboratory necessities. 

The full purposes of the school cannot be realized until work- 
ing laboratory rooms sufficient for the students of both depart- 
ments are provided, so that each graduate of the elementary, 
as well asthe higher department, shall go forth skilled in the 
practical use of such apparatus as is necessary to enable him to 
give efficient instruction in the elements of natu:al science. 

The Model and Practice School—the real laboratory of the 
teachers in training—is indispensable to true professional instruc- 
tion. Rooms for these purposes should be provided. It is be- 
lieved that a reasonable appropriation, properly expended in 
effecting these improvements, would return to the citizens of the 
State many fold its cost in the efficiency of the common schools 

The people of Nebraska may well be proud of the history of 
the school, The earnest devotion and practical wisdom of those 
who have had it in charge are abundantly attested by the marked 
success of its graduates, by the growing confidence of the people 
in its efficiency and usefulness, and by the pre-eminence the State 
enjoys in standing at the head of all the States in the Union in 
point of the general intelligence of the people. 

It is confidently believed that dn intelligent view of the re- 
quirements of the school and its relations to the educational in- 
terests of the State will secure the cordial and united support of 
all true friends of education in bringing about those improve- 
ments imperatively demanded for the highest success and useful- 
ness of the institution. é 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. L. FARNHAM, 
.. Principal. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. “68 


DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE. 


OFFICE OF NEBRASKA INSTITUTE ror THE Dear AND DUMB, 
Omana, NEB., Dec. 20, 1884. 


ATTENDANCE, 


Since the organization of the school two hundred and eleven 
pupils have received instruction in the school. 

During the last year one hundred and forty-one have been in 
attendance—eighty-six males and fifty-tive females. 


METHODS, 


The method of instruction as heretofore reported are still in 
vogue. During the last five years a series of experiments, have 
been made with a view to developing the dormant hearing of the 
partially deaf. These experiments have resulted in the demon- 
stration of the fact that this dormant sense can be aroused, cul- 
tivated, and developed and utilized in the education of this class 
of our pupils. This departure from the ordinary methods used 
bas been termed the Aural method. 

The results obtained here have attracted wide attention, and 
investigations and experiments are being made in this direction 
which will result in great good to this class. 

Too much cannot be said in favor of this method for those 
whom it is intended to benefit. 

In the words of one prominent in the work of instructing the 
deaf, “We have lifted out of the mass of deaf mutes some, of 
whom it may now be said that they are no longer deaf but only 
hard of hearing." 


TRADES, 


The industries heretofore reported, printing and carpenter 


2 gion of feeble minded children into this school. 
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work for the boys, plain sewing, fancy work, and general house 
work for the girls, are. still continued, ` 

We have introduced wood engraving on a small scale with the 
hope that we may be able to develop it into something of real 
value to the boys. 

The printing office is now equipped, eighteen boys are learn- 
ing the trade. There are twelve boys in the carpenter shop. 
For this trade we need fands to place it upon a good working 
basis. 

Up to this time we have endeavored to make it self-sustaining, 
and have succeeded fairly well, but we, find that in so doing we 
are obliged to manufacture only those articles for which we have 


' ready' sale, and which unskilled labor ean produce and these are 


limited. Of eourse the boys do not have the opportunity of becom- 
ing proficient in any branch. 

In industrial schools there is a course of i sailor laid d 
for the pupil to follow, beginning with the most simple forms 
and ending with the more difficult. 

A. boy who takes this course becomes familiar with tools, and 
proficient in their use and is prepared to begin a trade according 
to his taste and ability. This view of an industrial school in 
general I take to be the true one. And particularly true «with 
reference to the industrial school of the institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb. 

This view and the one which makes of these self-sustaining 
concerns are antagonistic in principle, and for this reason assist- 
ance in the way of funds is asked. 


FEEBLE MINDED. 


Applications are constantly on file in this office for the admis- 

These children while they have good hearing are unable to 
speak, and it is thought that the defect is in the vocal organs and 
that such drill as our artieulation methods afford would be all 
sufficient to bring about speech. But the deficiency is not in the 


i 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 65 


= 


vocal apparatus. These are not fit subjects for a deaf mute 
school. Nebraska bas no provision made for such children. I 
have made some effort to look up statistics in reference to this 
class of children in our State, and find that we had in 1880, ac- 
cording to the census, of such persons 356, two hundred and nine 
of whom were under twenty years of age. 

These persons are growing up àmong us untaught, untrained, 
and unprovided for, to become a burden to society and an ex- 
pense to the State. 

Considering the great benefits afforded this class by institu- 
tions for their instruction and development in other states, it 
would be a matter of justice to them and of philanthropy on the 
part of Nebraska to institute measures for the establishment of 
such a school, that their condition may be improved. 

The institute sent an exhibit to the New Orleans Centennial 
Exposition, consisting of examination papers, bound volume of 
Mute Journal, bound volume of Auralist, crayon pictures, manu- 
factured articles from the carpenter shop, and a number of fancy 
articles and quilts made by the girls in sewing department. 
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NEBRASKA INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. ' 


J. B. PARMELEE, PRINCIPAL, rm 
NEBRASKA City, NEB. 
[Extr id from Report] P , 

“The. biennial term just closed has been characterized as one 
of general prosperity," 

t Thirty-six pupils have been in ` attendance during this time, 
and sixty-two have received instruction since the organization of 
the institute," 

“The census-shows the numher of blind persons in N ebraska 
.to be 220. Of these the greater portion are aged or past school 
age. It also shows that a greater percentage of those who are 
blind are receiving the advantage of education in Nebraska than 
in any other state." ° 
. “The literary department has been in a measure reorganized 
and regraded in the last two years. The course of study as now 
arranged can ordinarily be completed in nine y ears. The studies. 
pursued during the junior and senior years are as follows? 


x 


JUNIOR COURSE——FIRST YEAR. 


Mathematies—Practical arithmetic completed. 
Geography—P hysieal. 

Language—Analysis and Parsing. 

-History—U nited States. s 


j SECOND YEÅR. 
Mathematies—Robinson’s Algebra, Part I. 
Physiology—W ith models. 
Language—Composition and Rhetoric. 
History. 

SENIOR COURSE—FIRST YEAR. 
Mathematics—Robinson’s Algebra, Part IL 
Science—Natural Philosophy and Chemisiry. 
Language—English Literature. J 
History—Outlines of. 


* 
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SECOND YEAR, 


Mathematics —Geometry, plane, solid; and spherical. 
Science-—Astronomy and Geology. 

«Natural History. 

Analysis of Civil Government —Townsend's. 


ates," 

“All without exception receive instruction in some branch of 
music, and on the part of a few considerable talent is being de- 
veloped.? 

* In the industrial department, sewing by hand and machine, 
knitting, crocheting, and bead work constitute the work of the 
girls; and in the boys! workshop broom-making and cane-seating 
are the trades pursued.” 

“An extensive exhibit of our work has been sent to the 
* World's Exposition? at New Orleans." 

“In the government of the institution corporal punishment 
has not been found necessary. Self-government, which is the 
chief corner-stone of our nation, 15 Opes as far as possible 
among the pupils.” 

* Five years ago Congress provided a fund of $250,000, which 
was invested in United States bonds, the interest of which is 
applied annually to the publishing of embossed books for the 
blind. * As the result of this fund the Nebraska Institute has re- 
ceived 192 volumes valued at $178.25,” 

“The roll of officers and teachers is as follows: 


J. B. Parmelee, Principal. 

W. K. Parmelee, Matron and Teacher. 

L. M. Hotehkiss, Teacher. | 

M. G. McGinnis, Teacher Vocal Music. 

M. Q. Parmelee, Teacher Instrumental Music. 
C. M. Scott, Teacher Industrial Department,” 


“ Next year there will go out from us our first class of gradu- ` 
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OMAHA CITY SCHOOLS. 


H. M, JAMES, SUPERINTENDENT. 


D 


OMAHA, NEB., December 20, 1884. 
The last two years have been a time: of prosperity with the 
schools of Omaha. The citizens have extended to them good 
will and support without stint; and the Board of Education and 
teachers have been untiring in their efforts to deserve the public 
favor. lt has been ‘a period of harmony and good feeling, in 


which steady and substantial progress has been made in every 


department. The growth of the schools has been even greater 
than that of the city, and their condition indicates superior skill 
on the part of the teachers. The income has been ample, and 
it has been expended with a wise economy. The following tables 


will exhibit the receipts and expenditures of the Board for | 882-3 


and 1888—4, for the fiscal year which ends with March: 


H 


RECEIPTS. 1882-3. 1883-4. 
From balance from former LS ARR e 171 40'$ 34562 76 
From city school taxes.,..cccccccccrcosscceesesscasscssssee 60712 96! 55782 31 
From State a apportionmsit ———————— 14590 93) 17285 25 
From fines an 


licenses *9459999$5€«09 DESSERT LEsSeREFEaREHERE = $9822 Hd 101819 41 
From, miscellaneous sQUrCOS memomoscsrasarioesos 432 90! 1287 04 S 


vk EE "9484006005 Fe 16 9210736 7I 


Le gen 


EXPENDITURES, | 

i 

i 
For s&lariol A A I$ 57461 82 " 72297 72 
For construction, repairs, sites and furniture. - 85084 84| 70046 18 
For fuel and Supplies...ccrccssccssscosrscescerversees 7 631 6646 24 
For insurance and rent........ Se eet we Tax 83: 3042 70 
For interest on bonds .............. «sese 15000 00] 15000 00 
For miscellaneous expenses......... eee eeseee e ree eene vn AJ 1885 "1| 1638 77 
Transferred to sinking fund............... RERBA 13166 b7; 27272 47 
"TOUT, EE $131178 40 $195942 08 
Balance on hand DT EUSP VSAELISFSSRSAADOAES SSHIEETSEROSESEE CTE 34562 76 14794 69 
Pen 16 nore 72 


The following table will exhibit the growth of the schools during 
the last two years: 
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1 ¡Number enumerated in March EE PR essee} S104 $921 | 103867 
2 [Number enrolled 1n public sehools......eoocsmonnorenaos ccncccetessveece sese] 4550 5261 5876 
3 [Average number belonging to school, ................ Esa ege ges e] 3170 3907 4127 
4 |Average daily attendance .....,.... erroe O vis de aeneis |] 2901 3589 | 3846 
5 ¡Number cases of tarGiness,.....cseccscsvasssece ssesso oo svccssrscece seecosesosesosses 13427 | 13997 7393 
6 ¡Number cases of tardimess to each 100 pupils in daily &ttendance.| 462 389 192 
7 ¡Number enrolled in the High School.....,...cccsseccosssecss sasevccssoes Sege? 103 139 172 
8 lAverage daily attendance ................. EN 7i 104 122 
9 ¡Whole number of school Ronen. 10 12 15 
10 [Rooms in brick buildings ......... " 64 76 101 
11 ¡Rooms in wooden buildings... 0 4 6 
12 ¡Whole number of rooms........... Sa PEOI, 64 80 107 
13 ¡Number ofrented rooms . .. enee NEEN o EEN oos aorervaccanenacins 2 
14 ¡Whole number of teachers.....eseecerecctne cccccceccsncvereceeres M ——Ó— 66 88 102 


— 


During the present term the average daily attendance has been 
4347, and one hundred and eleven teachers are nowemployed. These 
figures will probably be inereased somewhat before the close of the 
year, and the total enrollment for the year 1884-5 will doubtless ex- 
ceed six thousand, 

It will be observed that with the growth of the schools has come 
a large increase in the current expenses; but of the entire amount 
expended by the Board of Education in the last two years, nearly 
one-third has gone into permanent improvements. Within two years 
two large buildings and one small one have been erected, giving, in 
all, nineteen excellent school-rooms. -Additions have been made to 
school houses by which six other first-class rooms have been provided 
and seven more by completing and putting in order unfinished rooms 
in buildings previously erected. Thus in two years thirty-two per- 
manent rooms have been added to the school accommodations of the 
city. The Board has also purchased sites to provide for future needs, 
on which school-houses will be built at no distant day. 

In the summer of 1883 a thorough system of repairs was under- 
taken, by which all the buildings were put into excellent condition. 
Roofs were renewed, outside walls repainted, rooms replastered, and 
furnaces put in order, so that the school-houses are now among the 
best buildings in the city. All of them are comely in appearance, 
substantial in structure, and conveniently arranged. It is doubtful 
if any city in the country can boast of better school-houses, taken as 
a whole, than those of Omaha. 
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_ The indebtedness of the board, which amounts to $150,000, makes 
an annual expense of $15,000 for interest. As the bonds do not 
mature till 1890 and 1893, this burden must continue several years 


, longer, but by a sinking fund the board is making wise provision for 
¿the ultimate extinction of this debt. This sinking fund which was 


begun in 1881, now amounts to $67,000. During the last two years 
it has been increased by more than $40,000, and it will receive large 
additions this year. - Were it not for the necessity of providing for 
this debt the expenses of the schools would be so reduced that the 
local tax for school purposes might be made very small. The income 
«from fines and licenses, with the “state apportionment, would be more 
than enough for the ordinary expenses of the schools, and the surplus 
would be almost enough to build new houses as they should be 
required. The city levy for the year 1883, was three mills, and for 
last year three and three-fourths mills. 

The growth and progress of the high school depar tinent is one of 
the interesting features of the schools. "The enrollment, which in 
1881-2, was only 108, and last year 172, has for this year already 
reached 200. "The average attendance which two years ago was only 
71, has during the present term exceeded 175. It has been the inten- 
tion of the board to make the school strong in every department, and 
to this end it has recently made liberal provision for the scientific 
classes, All the branches included in the high school course, which 
is as full as those of the best schools in the East, are taught up to the 
highest standard of high school work. A class of seven graduated 
in June, 1883, and one of ten in 1884. The present senior class 
consists of twenty members. The instruction of the school is in the 
hands of eight teachers of thorough scholarship and large experience. 

Good salaries are paid in all the grades, and it has been the policy 
of the board to employ only the best talent. Graduates of the high 
school are not given positions till they have taken a course of special 
training in a Normal school, and no applicants from abroad receive 
encouragement without evidence of* good scholarship and decided suc- 
cess in teaching in graded schools. In this way the corps of teachers 
has steadily improved, and it now deserves to rank with the best in 
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the country. Jt has been the endeavor to improve the quality of the 
instruction, holding on to all that is good in the old methods, and 
keeping abreast with the best thought of the day. Last year a special 
teacher was.employed in music, which was at that time introduced 
into the course of study; and another in penmanship and drawing, 
which had long been in the course, but had never before,received 
systematic attention. The result of this experiment has been quite 
satisfactory, some features of the work being attended with extraor- 
dinary success. 

In addition to the one hundred and eleven teachers employed in 
the day schools, three others are engaged in evening schools to give 
instruction to such as are unable to attend during the day. These 
schools have been kept up during the last two winters, and have been 
productive of much good. Though the attendance is necessarily 
quite irregular, good order is maintained and a good degree of progress 
has been made in the branches of study. The number present this 
season averages considerably more than a hundred, and in the course 
of the winter two or three times that number will probably attend a 
portion of the time and receive more or less benefit. 

The schools of the city not under the care of the Board of Educa- 
tion are all reported in prosperous condition. The parish schools of 
the Catholic church have been enlarged by the addition of several 
excellent buildings and a large increase of pupils. Creighton College” 
and the convent school have been well attended and successfully 
managed. St. Barnabas’ school and Brownell Hall, under the patron- 
age of the Episcopal church, report unusual prosperity. The class 
graduating from the latter institution last June was the largest in its 
history, Within two' years a private association has established a 
German-English school, and at a cost of $15,000, erected a substantial 
brick building, commodiously arranged, and capable of accommodat- 
ing two hundred pupils. This school, which was opened less than a 
year ago, has the present term enrolled over a hundred pupils, and it 
now employs three teachers. The two business colleges and the pri- 
vate schools of Miss Loomis and Miss Wyman are all reported as 


enjoying a high degree of prosperity. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF LINCOLN. 
E, T. HARTLEY, SUPT. 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec., 1884. 
Hon. W. W. W. Jones, State Supt. of Instruction: 

Dear Srs—I herewith submit my statistical report showing the 
condition of the Public Schools of Lincoln for the year ending June 6, 
1884, together with some statements concerning aims and operations: 

No annual report for 1882-3 having been filed by my predecessor, 1 
am unable to compare the statistics of this and the'preceding school year. 

In the summer of 1883 the school buildings on T street and the 
one known as the Park School were so enlarged as to double their 
capacity, thus adding eight school rooms to the existing number, 

Our school accommodations proved still inadequate, and in the 
spring term it was found necessary to limit pupils in some of the first 
grade schools to half'day sessions in order to provide sittings for all— 
indicating a healthy growth in our population and possibly increased 
confidence in the schools. 

The Central Building was thoroüghly overhauled, and no effort 
was spared by the Board of Education io put al! school rooms in the 
other buildings in good repair. The leading effort of the yeaPs work 
has been to bring about a gradual reduction of the time required to 
complete the elementary course of study so as to change from a ten 
year plan to one requiring eight years, and at the same time to avoid 
a radical reorganization of the schools and the consequent loss of time 
and destruction of much of the work previously done. In order to 
attain this end it was necessary for the schools to progress at a rate of 
speed more rapid than that indicated in the course of study in view. 
Being behind it was necessary to make up lost time. The way that 
pupils and teachers have worked to this end has been truly gratifying. 
The general plan of work was as follows: 

The school year of thirty-six weeks was divided into six parts, de- 
nominated half terms. As early as possible in each of these periods, 
the teachers of each grade were separately assembled and the amount 
of school work to be accomplished i in the time given definitely settled. 
Grade meetings were held as often as practicable to discuss methods 
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of teaching and other matters pertaining to the work in hand. At 
the end of the six weeks the work was examined, the superintendent 
for the most part furnishing the questions and grading the reading 
and writing in person. Marking of answers was done by rule, and 
special precautions were taken to secure uniformity. Results were 
tabulated, class averages in each branch reported, and these, together 
with pupils’ manuscripts, were, filed in the superintendent’s office. 
Upon the results of the examinations depended the amount and char- 
acter of the work assigned for the succeeding period. The plan was 
necessarily modified in its application to the first and second grades. 

Nearly all of the grades will have adjusted themselves to the new 
course of study before the close of the school year 1884—5. Some 
have already caught up. | Other modifications in the course of study 
consisted in condensing the work done in Geography into four years 
instead of dragging through nine years. Its study is begun in the 
fourth grade and completed in the seventh. None of the essentials 
have been stricken out. Map drawing is taught as an aid to the study 
of Geography rather than as an end in itself. The study of United 
States History is completed in the eighth grade. Graded lessons in 
English are introduced two years earlier in the course than formerly. 
A special teacher in penmanship and drawing was employed during 
part of the year, and valuable service was rendered. The course of 
study for the high school has been changed from two to three years' 
work, and is essentially that recommended by the joint committee 
representing the State University and the State Association of Prin- 
cipals and Superintendents, the chief difference being that Greek is 
omitted and the course in English is made more prominent. 

Tardiness was a serious evil in the early part of the year, but was 
satisfactorily reduced from 544 cases in the third month of school to 
95 in the ninth month. i 

One hundred and ninety-four óf the pupils enrolled were under six 
years of age. 

A system of checks and credits has been employed that places every 
individual, whether pupil or teacher, upon his merits and insures 
healthy emulation throughout. i i 

mul submitted. 
E. T. HARTLEY, Gét, 
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REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
1883-1884. 
O. D. RAKESTRAW, SUPT. 


Hon. W. W. W. Jones, State Supt. of Public Instructions: 

Hon. Sir—Enclosed herewith please find “Report of Nebraska 
` City Graded School,” “Table No. 1,” Schedule of Grade Work, 
Ward Schools, and “Table 13,” Schedule of Grade Work, High 
Sehool, for the school year ending July, 1884.* 

In September, 1883, the public schools of this city embraced the 
first ward school, the second ward, the third ward, and the High 
School, with a total enrollment of about seven hundred (700) pupils. 
During the latter part of the school year (188384), the suburbs, 
Greggsport and Belmont, were admitted, also the “colored school” 
was organized, thereby increasing the number of schools from four 
to seven, with a total enrollment at the end of the year of 1034 
pupils. All of the ward schools, including the Greggsport, the Bel- 
mont, and the colored ward school, have the same grades, and work 
by the schedule of grade work." 

It has been the aim of the Board of Education and those in charge 
of the publie schools here during the past year, to more thoroughly 
systematize the work of their publie schools, and to remedy any ex- 
isting defects, thereby raising their schools to a still higher degree of 
excellence. That much has been accomplished by the board of edu- 
eation, materially aided by the hearty co-operation and efficient work 
of the teachers, is without doubt; yet before the desired end can be 
reached and the greatest degree of excellence attained, many of the 
present obstacles must be removed. One of the greatest hindrances 
to our public schools here is the deficieney of school-room, and in 
order to accomplish the work in a manner at all satisfactory, such a 
hindrance must be speedily removed by the erection of more school 
accommodations. Were it not for the number and excellence of the 
private (both Protestant and Catholic) schools here, the present public 
schools could not accommodate more than (60) sixty per cent of the 
children of school age. As it is, with a large number attending the 
private schools, the public schools are all crowded to their utmost. 


$ Tables omitted by State Superintendent. | 
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capacity, and realizing the fact that a good teacher sed can 
produce no better results than a poor teacher, we hope to see in the 
near future suitable school accommodations in this city. Although 
not properly connected with the school work of 1888—4, yet, as a 
portion of ; 
THE DISPLAY AT NEW ORLEANS 

was of the regular school work of 1883-84, a few words regarding 
the display may not: be amiss. It was our aim to represent by 
examination papers every grade in our publie schools in one or more 
studies, all of which (examination papers) were prepared according to 
the directions and rules as per circulars received. In addition to 
those papers were also sent “Selected Papers” of examinations held 
during the years 1883-84, and “ uam Grade Papers" of the regu- 
Jar examination work of 1883—8 

There were also sent samples E ie hand-work of the pupils. ‘We 
are under special obligations to the secretary of the board of educa- 
tion (Mr. A. Waddington) for the map of Otoe county (drawn by 
himself), showing the location of each church and school-house, and 
boundaries of each distriet. Among many other manuscripts we also 
noticed a “History of the Public Schools of Nebraska City, 1855, 
1884.” . 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE. 

At the September, 1884, meeting of the board of education, the 
Schedule of Grade Work for the High School was changed, and 
in lieu thereof the board adopted the “Courses of Study for the 
High Schools of Nebraska, arranged by the joint committee of the 
Faculty of the University, and of the principals and superintendents 
of the public schools.” 

Thus far, the “Course of Study” is working well, but of course it 
is not so well arranged as it will be after more time has been consumed. 
in the prosecution of the studies in which the pupils were deficient. í 

There is evidently a growing desire in the people of Nebraska 
City that her schools, both public and private, shall be second to none 
in the state. May that desire continue to grow. 

Yours most respectfully, 
C. D. RAKESTRAW, 
City Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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ASHLAND GRADED SCHOOL. 


D. E. REESE, PRINCIPAL. 


ASHLAND, NEB., December 19th, 1884. 


Departments, six. Teachers, seven. Names and positions of teach- 
ers: Mrs. M. M. Winfield, First: Primary; Second Primary, Miss 
Kate Hinkley; First Intermediate, Miss Lillian Bell; Second Inter- 
mediate, Miss Mable Dawley; Grammar room, L. C. Parker; Assist- 
ant Principal High School, Miss Dell Stratton; D. E. Reese, Princi- 
pal. School building and school grounds in good condition; apparatus, 
both. philosophical and chemical, rather meagre. Cutter's Physiological 
Charis have been put in the High School; Reed's Penmanship In- 
struction Charts have been recently placed in all departments. Last 
year an additional department was added, and the present increase 
demands another. The High School * Course of Study” corresponds 
to the “Minor Course" of the University of Nebraska. Highest 
enrollment last year, 297; the present year, 385. 

Respectfully submitted to the State Superintendent. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF BROWNVILLE, NEB. 


W. RICH, PRINCIPAL. 


ee A en — 


The first school was opened in Brownville in the spring of 1855. 
It was a subscription school; the enrollment of pupils did not exceed 
twenty. The school district was organized in the spring of 1856, 
and during the ensuing summer the first public school was taught. 
In 1857 the first school house was completed and furnished. It was 
a one story cottonwood frame building 18x30 feet, but a source of 
great. pride to the citizens of the place, who took much pleasure in 
pointing it out to new-comers in quest of a “location.” To meet the 
pressing needs of the district, the Board, in 1859, purchased a long, 
one story cottonwood frame structure, built for a residence, and con- 
verted it into a school house of two rooms. In the spring of 1865 
the present substantial and commodious brick High School building 
was finished at a cost of $12,000. The schools were opened in the 
new building on the first of the following June. At the beginning 
of the Spring Term of 1868 a High School department was organ- 
ized, and the schoool more closely graded. During this term 261 
were enrolled in the four departments. 

The school steadily increased in numbers until 1873, when it con- 

sisted of seven departments, with an annual enrollment of upwards 
of 400 pupils. It also, in the meantime, attained to a high standard 
of excellence. For years it sustained the just reputation of being the 
best publie school in the State. 
- To Brownville belongs the credit of being the first town in the 
State to establish aud maintain a well organized and efficiently con- 
ducted graded school, with a High School worthy of the name. Quite 
a number of the boys who received their preparatory education and 
training in the Brownville High School, during its earlier history, are 
now numbered among the most prominent young men of the State. 

Since 1876 the school has had a checkered experience. 
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Tt now comprises six departments—two Primaries, two Intermedi- 
ates, a Grammar School, and a High School. 

The corps of teachers consists of the principal and six assisfants, 
The assistants in charge of the departments below the High School 
are all experienced and. skillful instructors and disciplinarians. ‘These 
schools are consequently in a highly prosperous condition. 'The High 
School assistant is a graduate of Oberlin College, an experienced and 
competent teacher; was preceptress of Doane College last year, and 
has contributed not a little in bringing up this departmentto its pres- 
ent standard of efficiency. 

The average number of pupils belonging to the High School during 
the term which closed December 19, 1884, was fifty. 

Under a former principal a three years’ High School Course was 
adopted by the Board. This Course has since been somewhat modi- 
fied and extended, and now requires four years for its completion. 
Those who finish this course satisfactorily can easily ehter the Fresh- 
man class of the University and do the work that will be required of 
them in that institution. 

During the past seven years three classes have been duly graduated 
from the High School. 
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BLAIR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


D. K. BOND, SUPERINTENDENT, * 


At the close of the last year, in June, we graduated a class of six— 
five ladies and one gentleman. , Since then a new and more advanced 
Course of Study, together with Rules and Regulations, have been 
adopted by the Board and published. 

A new building of four rooms, with a seating capacity of 200, was 
built during the summer. Steam-heating apparatus has been placed 
in the new building, and also in the High School building. 

During the year, from the first of April, we have enrolled 852 
pupils—boys 415, girls 437. The average membership for this time 
has been 591, and the average attendance 534. 

We have employed 14 teachers below the principal,at an average 
salary of $50 per month. 

We ptepared some work for the Exposition, but owing to the delay 
in receiving definite instructions as to its preparation, it was not sent. 
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BEATRICE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


PROF. W. EBRIGHT, SUPERINTENDENT. 


BEATRICE, Nes., December 15, 1884. 
Hon. W. W. W. Jones, Lincoln, Neb.: i 
Dear Sir—I mail you herewith my Course of Study, which we 
are following closely, except that we are having no recess at all. 
[Course of Study omitted. ] 
New Orleans Exposition work was as follows : 


HIGH SCHOOL. 
Senior Class—Represented in English Literature, Latin, and Trigo- 


nometry. 
Middle Class —Represented i in Algebra, Latin, and Physiology. 
Junior Class—Represented in Algebra, Philosophy, and Arithmetic. 


, GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
Eighth Grade—Represented in Geography, Arithmetic, Civil Gov- 
ernment, and Grammar. 
Seventh Grade—Represented in Geography, x a and His- 
tory U. S. 
INTERMEDIATE. 
Sixth Grade—Represented in Mental Arithmetic. and Geography. 


Fifth Grade—Represented i in Arith metic, Grammar and Geography. 
Fourth Grade—Represented in Arithmetic, Grammar and Geog- 


raphy. 
' PRIMARY: 
Third Grade—Represented in Map-Drawing, Numbers, and Lan- 
guage. 
Second Grade—Drawing by Dictation. 
First Grade—Numbers. 


Respectfully, 
W. EBRIGHT. : 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF CRETE. 


EDWARD HEALEY, SUPERINTENDENT. 


The public Schools of Crete are formed and classified upon the fol- 
lowing plan. They are divided into: 

I. Primary Schools. 

IY. Intermediate Schools. 

IIl. Grammar Schools, 

IV. High Schools., 

The Course of Study is apportioned into twelye grades, numbered 
respectively from the First to the Twelfth, and the course of instruc- 
tion in each grade is supposed to cover a period of one scholastie 
year. The ajm and object of this course is to establish pupils in an 
accurate knowledge of the fundamental branches of a business educa- 
tion, so that having finished the course, they are well prepared to 
enter upon the active duties of life. 

To the four buildings already in use, has been added a new two- 
story brick of three rooms, at a cost of $3,500, for the use of the 


Primary Department. In December, 1870, Crete had no school . 


building; an enrollment of forty-eight pupils, with one teacher. 

In, December, 1884, she has five buildings, employs ten teachers, 
with an enrollment of 502 in the publie schools. The Board of Edu- 
eation are liberal as to supplies and apparatus, and have materially 
assisted the Superintendent in his work. The teachers, as a rule, are 
giving their best efforts to improving themselves and their schools, 
striving to do what is right rather than what is popular. ` 

At the request of the State Superintendent, the schools have fur- 
nished for the New Orleans Exposition photographs of the school 
buildings, specimens of Map Drawing from the'Intermediate Depart- 
ment; Examination Papers in Arithmetie, Geography, English Gram- 
mar and Composition from the, Grammar Department, and Papers on 
U. S. History, Civil Government, Physical Geography, and Algebra 
from the High School, 

The schools are in a good condition and keep improving as: esper- 
ience enables all concerned: to more clearly comprehend their several 
dutios, 


6 


wi nio 


82 REPORT OF THE 


THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF COLUMBUS. 


L. J. KRAMER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


- 


The publie sehools of this city have made decided and substantial 
progress during the last two years. > 

Bonds to the amount of $12,000 were void last July for the pur- 
pose of erecting a building suitable for the High School Department. 
Considering the amount of bonded indebtedness of the city and 
county already, the success of this movement speaks for itself of the 
interest felt by our citizens in educational matters. 

The building, modeled. on the most approved plans, is rapidly ad- 
vancing towards completion. With the completion of this building 
we will have ample accommodations for several years to come. We 
have two other buildings occupied as ward schools, each containing 
- four good rooms. 

In our Course of Study, eight years are given to common school 
branches, with four additional years in the High school. This seems 
to meet the wants of our community. 

We have a system of written work, somewhat on the Holbrooke 
plan, which is in constant use in the different departments, and is 
proving a very valuable factor in giving conciseness and exactness to 
our written work, 

Our teachers and pupils took a ready interest in the Educational 
Department of the New Orleans Exposition. We forwarded speci- 
men sheets of our daily written work from each department. using it, 
thus laying our whole plan of school work open to the inspection of 
those who take an interest in such matters. 
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DAVID CITY SCHOOLS, 


3 


W. H. SKINNER, PRINCIPAL. 


These were graded two years ago. They consist of twelve grades, 
' jneluding the four years’ course of the High School. 

The work in language begins with oral lessons, in which the chil- 
dren are led to involve the use of those forms which are fre- 
quently used incorrectly. In order to train them to methodical think- 
ing and logical expression, the children are drilled also on “oral com- 
position.” This work is descriptive or narrative, and is suggested by 
the use of pictures or objects. ‘The next step is to teach them how to 
write the sentence as it occurs in all its varieties. Written composi- 
tion here takes the place of" “oral composition.” 

The fourth, fifth, and sixth years’ work consists of descriptive and 
narrative composition, letter forms, reproduction from memory, trans- 
formation of poetry to prose, etc. The seventh and eighth years are 
given to the study of technical grammar and analysis. Then follows 
practical work in rhetoric, accompanied by careful study and criticism 
of model compositions of the best authors, Literature follows, and 
is made a critical study of the best works of some of the standard 
authors. 

Reading is meant to supplement language. Analysis of thought, 
careful cultivation of taste and criticism are made of equal importance 
to oral expression. Much supplementary reading matter is used. 
The seventh and eighth years are devoted to teaching children how to 
read books. To do this we read Irving's “Sketch Book,” Gold- 
smith’s “Deserted Village,” etc. Pupils are led to discover the 
characteristics of the author’s style, to criticise plot, figures, language, 
ete. Every effort is made to cultivate taste. 

To assist in this work we havea library in the school. This has 
just started, but while it is yet small we hope to have it enlarged to 
the full extent of our needs. We have alsoa reading table in each 
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room. We feel that one aim of our school work should be to teach 
children how to use books, 

The work in Numbers begins with the whole numbers, abstract 
and concrete and fractional work simultaneously. The work at first 
is with objects; pupils are early drilled in analysis. They are also 
allowed to make their own examples attimes. This work culminates 
in trigonometry in the twelfth grade (High School.) 

The work in sciences begins in the primary departments where - 
children have lessons (developed) on plants, on animals, and on the 
human body. 

These lessons are designed especially to develop power of observa- 
tion and to gradually strengthen power of generalization., It is con- 
tinued through the grades and complete in the High School. Civil 
government, physies, astronomy, and chemistry are taught in the 
High School. | 

Two years! work is required in Latin. German is optional. 

Into the primary grades we have introduced judiciously some of 
the best features of kindergarten work. 'The design of this is mainly 
to furnish recreative amusement, but also as secondary object to eulti- 
vate taste, : 

These features introduced are: Matching colors, weaving mais, 
folding paper forms, object-building with blocks, picture laying with 
sticks of various colors; outline embroidery, etc. This work is very 
successful and very popular among the patrons of the school. 

Our first graduation of a class will be at the close of the session of 
1885-76. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF FREMONT. 


A. E. CLARENDON, SUPT. 


The schools of Fremont are in a prosperous condition. From the 
founding of the eity until the present they have been carefully fos- 
tered by the citizens, and no effort has been spared to rank them with 
the best schools of the commonwealth. 

The enrollment of pupils is now about one thousand, with an av- 
erage attendance of more than nine hundred. They are taught by a 
corps of twenty-one teachers of experience and ability. 

The school children of the city assemble in five buildings of ap- 
proved construction, equipped with excellent furniture and apparatus. 
The total cost of the buildings, sites, and equipments, has exceeded 
sixty thousand dollars. For each of the three years last past a new 
building has been. erected—an example of the wonderful growth of 
the school system of the State. 

The course of study embraces the eight years usually given to 
primary and «grammar grades, and a high school course of three 
years. 

[Course of study omitted.—SrATE SUPERINTENDENT. | 

The major course of study for high schools, submitted by the fac- 
ulty of the State University, will be put in operation as soon as prac- 
ticable. 
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FALLS CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


L. C. GREENLEE, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Since the opening of the present year some changes have been 
made in the course of study, and special attention given to the work 
of the different grades. 

Our schools are now well graded, and all seem to be working ad- 
vantageously. We think the amount of good thorough work done 
will compare favorably with that done by any other school of corre- 
sponding grade. Our course includes the English branches, Natural 
Sciences, and Language. 

lt is our aim to prepare-young men and women for the active 
duties of life, and to send them out well prepared at least iu the rudi- 
ments of an education. 

The attendance and punctuality is much impr oved over that of last 
year. While circumstances beyond our control (such as good weather 
and the absence of contagious disease) have been very favorable to 
good attendance and punctuality, yet the hearty co-operation of par- ` 
ents, children, and teachers, has added largely to the result obtained. 
The several departments during the year have been well. filled. The 
teachers have heen attentive and faithful in the discharge of their 
duties. The conduct of the pupils has been good. There have been 
no cases of suspension or expulsion. . 

'The reports for the term ending December 19, 1884, show the fol- 
lowing results: Total enrollment, 544; average attendance, 403; 
number enrolled in the High School, 60; number of teachers 'em- 
ployed, 10; wages range from $40 to $50; salary of superintendent, 
$1100. 

The different grades of our schools sent work to the educational 
department of the ** World's Fair” to be held at New Orleans. Man- 
useripts on the following branches were prepared: Writing, Draw- 
ing, Geography, Arithmetic, Language, Grammar, and Civil Govern- 
ment. A photograph of the brick building, nicely framed, was also 
sent. 

Falls City, Neb., Dec. 19, 1884. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBURY. 


W. S. WEBSTER, PRINCIPAL. 
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The first school was organized in Fairbury in 1869, a building 
being temporarily provided until a school-house could be erected. In 
1871, a frame building was erected at a cost of $3,000. In 1872, a 
second department was organized, two teachers being engaged until 
1877, when a third was added. With the increase in population, ad- 
ditional room was needed, and, in 1878, it was found necessary to pro- 
vide another teacher, and a room was rented and four departments 
created. In 1881 a substantial brick structure was erected, at ‘a cost 
of $15,000. The building consists of three stories, including the 
basement, and is heated and ventilated according to the most improved 
methods. l , 

In 1880 the school was graded, and five teachers employed. The 
corps at present consists of six teachers, including the principal, and, 
in all probability, seven teachers will be required another year. The 
school consists of ten grades, promotions occurring annually. A class 
of seven was graduated last year, the first in the history of the school. 
The present Senior class numbers six students, and is an excellent 


class. 
The following is the enrollment and attendance for this year to date : 


Whole number enrolled................. eese 366 
Number belonging .......... eere rios 327 
Average attendance... ........... ions du D MM es 308 


All of hend is respectfully submitted. 


Very respectfully, 
W. S. WEBSTER, 


Principal. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF GRAND ISLAND. 


R. J. BARR, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I herewith submit for your consideration a condensed report of the 
Grand Island, Nebraska, public schools for the year of 1883-4, and, 
in connection, something concerning school year of ’84—5. 

As the principal facts pertaining to the condition of the schools are 
most readily grasped in a tabular form, I shall, as far as possible pre- 
sent them in that manner: 


No. persons of school age in distriet.................... eese 1318 
"Total enrollment during the year....... —€— ——— 1252 
No. enrolled twice by transfer . ............. ca 206 
Absolute enrollment for the year............. S —Ó 1046 
No. boys whb attended school ........ SEU PAN 496 
No. girls A f dien Sa eeh 950 
Average number belonging for ilie pic m 708 
Average daily attendance for the gear... 661 
Per cent of attendance, based on average number belonging 93 
No. male teachers employed.................... EN E H 
No. female * Ms a — n 14 
No. rooms used for study and recitation ............ €— 14 

S S "E EP m "m 1 


No. pupils to each teacher, based on average number be- 


inira eege edel a EE 
No. days school (oo! year 180 days)....... mS 178 : 
Aggregate number of days’ attendance............... usse 119088 
Average number of "days each pupil attended ................. 113.8 
Per cent of punctuality......... ........ Ee 99 
No. graduates ....... an EE T 
Total number of visitors, excluding “ pelin day? and 

* last-day “VISILONS 7 ada A a 596 
No. non-resident pupils .................. e T 6 


The above statistics show a healthy condition of the schools in most 
respeets. The number enrolled is quite satisfactory, when compared 
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with the enrollment in other cities; while the number of pupils in 
daily attendance, as compared with that of ’82-3 is very gratifying, 
the per cent being 98 to 85. 

It surely is not presuming too much to say that in the past year 
we have made much progress over that of other years. 

During the past year the work was done under the disadvantage of 
insufficient room, but at the opening of school, in September last, 
there was completed, at a eost of twenty-five thousand dollars, a fine 
two-story, eight-room brick building on the North Side, and in Octo- 
ber, a two-story, four-room addition to the High School building, 
costing seven thousand dollars. 

These improvements: give us, in all, twenty rooms for study and 
recitation. 

With the beginning of this fall term, also, the teaching force was 
increased by four additional teachers, making nineteen in all who 
are engaged in the work in Grand Jsland Schools. 

We aim to be placed on the list of schools accredited by the Uni- 
versity, and with that end in view have extended our Course of Study 
by the adoption of the following: Latin, German, Geology, and 
Chemistry, and have classes in each. 

In response to your call for a representation of work done in the 
schools for the New Orleans Éxposition, we sent seven volumes and 
four boxes of slates. "The books being work from the High School, 
first grammar, third intermediate, second intermediate, and first inter- 
mediate; one of specimens of writing from the several schools, and 
one of map-drawing of Nebraska from memory aud copy. 

The volume from the High school contained papers on algebra, 
geometry, U. S. history, book-keeping, civil government, natural 
philosophy, geology, German and Latin. Those from the other de- 
partments contained paper» on language, arithmetic, spelling, and 
geography. 

No special preparation for she exposition was had on any of these 
subjects, the papers being taken from the regular examination. 

The slates were from the primaries, and showed work in numbers 
writing, drawing and spelling. 

Grand Island, Dec. 20, 1884. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF HASTINGS. 


F. W. PARSONS, SUPT. 


Hastines, Nes., Dec. 16, 1884. 


The publie schools of Hastings began a system of written work in * 
September, 1884, under the superintendency of Prof. F. W. Parsons, 
which work included written lessons, class work, examinations, etc, 
in all the grades above primary. 

As this work was new to most of them, great excellency was not 
expected at once; but, just after its inauguration came the invitation 
to prepare work for the New Orleans exhibit. 

This was in October, and the work done during the month of Oc- 
tober was therefore bound in three volumes, viz.: One volume of in- 
termediate grade work, one volume of grammar grade work, and one 
volume of High School work. 

Photographs of the four public schools of Hastings were also bound 
"in with these volumes, with statistics of the architect of buildings, 
date of erection, cost, seating capacity, method of heating, ete. These 
when completed, were exhibited for a few days in Hastings, at the > 
board of education, receiving commendations of praise from members 
of the board of education, citizens and other visitors. They were 
then boxed and forwarded to Prof. J. J. Points, Omaha, to be sent to 
New Orleans. 
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JUNIATA SCHOOL. 


MISS NETTIE WINTER, PRINCIPAL. 


The Juniata school consists of three departments, primary, inter, 
mediate, and grammar, with an advanced class, properly belonging to 
High School work. Of the one hundred and fifty-one pupils in 
attendance, sixty-two are in the primary, where they read, write, spell, 
study numbers by the Grube method, and obtain tbe first lessons in 
language and home geography.  Fifty-six are in the intermediate, 
and carry on the same work to a greater extent. The remaining 
thirty-three in the higher department study, in addition to the com- 
mon branches, civil government, book-keeping, physiology, physical 
geography, algebra, and Latin. 

During the year we gained an organ and a fine set of wall maps. 
Our primary object has been to promote thought, and in a measure 
we have met with success. We have made some advancement in 
methods and thoroughness of work, while we have been hampered by 
the erowded condition of the rooms. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NORFOLK. 
J..P. SPRECHER, PRINCIPAL. 


* 


We have two buildings, one a substantial two-story brick, with 
suitable outbuildings and a -yard enclosed by a good fence, steam- 
heated, and containing four rooms, the other a frame of one room. 
We employ five teachers. Another teacher will probably be employed 
next term, and another brick building erected next year. Three 


“hundred pupils have been enrolled to date, No high school course 


has been adopted; but one will be prepared for another year. The 
course of study for primary and grammar grades is as follows: 

‘Grade I. Reading, spelling, language, numbers to ten, writing, 
drawing, vocal music, object lessons, morals and manners. 

Grade Il. More advanced work on same subjects as preceding 
grade, oral geography, lessons on human body. 

Grade ITI. More advanced work on same subjects as preceding 
grade, first book in arithmetic. 

Grade IV. Oral work in music, drawing, objects, human body; 
text-book work in reading, spelling, language, geography, arithmetio, 
and writing. 

Grade V. Same subjects as preceding grade, more advanced work. 

Grade VI. Oral work in musie, drawing, morals and manners; 
second books, arithmetic, geography, language. 

Grade VII. Same subjects as preceding grade, more advanced 
work. 

Grade VIII. mo grammar, U. S. history, physiology, 
essays. 

Declamations aud other rhetorical exercises throughout the course. 
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PLATTSMOUTH CITY SCHOOLS. 


WELLINGTON W. DRUMMOND, SUPT. 


=- > ———— o 


During the past four years the schools of the city of Plattsmouth 
have steadily improved, and are to-day among the very best in the 
State. 

In 1880 the course of study was materially changed, and a gradu- 
ating class organized, the final examination being made to conform, 
as nearly as possible, with that required for matriculation at the Uni- 
versity. 


The object of this was that the schools might become, in process of , 


time, tributary to the latter institution; and several of Plattsmouth’s 
youth have taken advantage of this, and are to-day representing her 
at the capital. The present enrollment reaches nearly eleven hun- 
dred pupils, entrusted to the care of sixteen teachers and a superin- 
tendent, and during the past year 95 per cent of these were in daily 
attendance. . 

No city in the State is better equipped with furniture and appa- 
ratus, and the teaching is made more thorough and interesting by a 
liberal use of the same, especially in illustrating the sciences, which 
are taught in all rooms as “ Object Lessons," the instruction imparted 
being modified to suit the age and intellectual capacity of those under 
instruction. 

At the present writing, the graduating class consists of four mem- 
bers, two of whom will probably pass to the fostering care of Alma 
Mater. 
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SUTTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


a 


W. C. PICKING, PRINCIPAL. 


* * * The Board has adopted the minor course prescribed by 
the University and State Committees, with additions sufficient to 
cover the requirements for a first grade certificate. We prepared our 
students last year simply for second. preparatory work in the Univer- 
sity and certificate of the second grade. We had a class of four last 
year; will have nine or ten this year. The people here are beginning 
to believe that they can have a good school at hóme and have some 
systematic work done without “sending off" somewhere. We have 
not had the course published yet, but will soon. I have moved rather 
slowly in the matter, but with some degree of certainty. There are 
ten grades established in the school, two in each of the two Primaries, 
two in the intermediate, two in the Grammar School, and two in the 
High School. I have taken more pains in grading the lower depart- 
ments than I have with my own. By so doing I have it so it vir- 
tually grades itself now. Our last spring's exercise has given a 
wonderful stimulus to the pupils now at work. The parents seem to 
have more confidence in our work. We can feel the force of its in- 
fluence in many ways. 
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TEKAMAH PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


J. A. SMITH, PRINCIPAL. 
D 


TEKAMAH, NEB., December 15th, 1884. 


DEAR Sir:—I herewith submit a brief statement of the work being 


done in Tekamah iñ educational matters. 

Prof. D. B Huston has had charge of the work here for the past 
two years, and. upon taking the school the first of September last I 
found it in quite good condition. 

A Course of Study had been adopted and although it was not being 
followed very closely, yet good work was being done. 

At the beginning of this year the classes were required to conform 
closely to the Course of Study, so that hereafter very little confusion 
will occur on account of the irregularity of the pupils’ work. The 
enrollment of the school is nearly 400, yet we have but six teachers. 

Statistics are usually dry in reports of this kind, so I will simply 
say that our per cent of attendance for the past term was 95 and that 
during the term we had 135 visitors. 

T will now give you a few items as to what is being done in the 
various departments. The First Primary has an enrollment of some- 
thing over one hundred and is taught by Miss Minnie Olson, of Rock 
Island, Ill. Miss Olson has been in this school four years, and is re- 
garded as an exceptionally good primary teacher. Owing to the large 
number in her room the first and second grades attend but half-day 
sessions. Grube’s Method of Numbers is used and the work through- 
out this department is very thorough. 

The Second Primary has an enrollment of near seventy, and is 
taught by Miss S. B. Cooper, of Tekamah. Miss Cooper has had a 
successful experience of several terms, but this is her first in graded 
work. The “Grube Method” is continued in this room, and the 
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Second Reader completed in two years. Miss Cooper gives much at- 
tention to language, giving the pupils almost an unlimited amount of 
work in that department. She has pupils in her department, of eight 
years of age, who can write a good letter; making scarcely an error 
in the use of words, capitals, or punctuation marks. 

The Intermediate Department has an enrollment of fifty aud is 


taught by ? Miss M, J. Cooper, of Tekamah. Miss Cooper has had a 


successful experience of several years as a teacher, has spent one year 
in the State Normal, yet this is her first graded work. Miss Cooper 
has'a rare faculty of winning her pupils and is doing good work. The 
“Grube Method” is continued; the Third Reader begun and finished; 
much attention given to Language; the text book taken up in Geog- 
raphy, and moulding in sand introduced into the study. 

The Grammar ¡Department has an enrollment of sixty and is taught 
by ©. F. Beck, of Decatur. Mr. Beck has had a successful exper- 
ience of several years, yet this is his first graded work. He is doing 
excellent work. Here all of the common branches are taught; the 
Fourth Reader finished and the U. S. History taken up as a reading 
book. The common school arithmetic is finished; moulding in sand 
is continued in connection with the study of Geography, and much 
attention given to Language. 

The High School Department is under my own charge, stated by 
Miss Ada F. Gardner, of Attica, N. Y. Miss Gardner is a graduate 
of the Oswego Normal School and is a thorough teacher. This depart- 
ment has an enrollment of seventy. The work is divided into three 
years. "There are twenty-six in the first year; thirty-six in the second 
year, and eight in the third or graduating year. In the first year the 
common branches are completed and civil government, physical 
geography, and eloeution taken up. 

In the second year these branches are finished and English compo- 
sition, book-keeping, rhetoric, English history, algebra, physics, gen- 
eral history, and. botany are taken up and completed, or dropped at 
the end of the year, except general history and algebra, which are 
continued in the third year, to which are added English literature, 
geology, political economy, geometry, and zoology. ` 


E 


The literary work of the High School is under the direction of a 
society known as the Philomatheans. 

This society not only sees that every member of this department 

does suitable work of this kind, but conducts in addition two weekly 
. educational columns. These columns are filled each week with work 
done by the pupils each Friday, as the regular work of the society. 
We believe we are the first school in the state to undertake this work, 
and therefore claim the ** Banner.” 
The school is supplied with a library of some 150 volumes, and in 
addition four of Webster's Unabridged Dictionaries, one set of Ken- 
nedy's dissected blocks, two microscopes, two complete sets of wall 
maps on rollers, and in cases, one of McDonough’s Tellurian globes, 
numerical frames, charts, sand tables, etc. The work prepared by us 
for the New Orleans Exposition consisted of samples of composition 
or language from the first primary to the high school. Problems in 
mathematics, from the simplest work in the Grube method to the 
advanced algebra neatly solved. Specimens of penmanship, samples 
of historical maps in colors, several sets of original work in book- 
keeping, and other examination papers in various branches. 
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WEST POINT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


N. E. LEACH, SUPERINTENDENT. . » 


The schools of West Point are under the control of the Board of 
of Education, composed of six members. 

The school year is divided into nine months of twenty days each. 

The schools have been under the present management since Septem- 
ber last, when the schools were thoroughly organized into a graded 
school, and a Course of Study which covers a period of twelve years 
Was prepared and adopted. Itaims to combine a practical education 
with the best possible culture, 

The West Point schools seek to keep abreast with the most ap- 
proved methods of" instruction. 

As yet our school apparatus is quite deficient, but we are slowly 
accumulating. 

The school population of the district at the last census was five 
. hundred and ninety-four, of whom three hundred and seventy-five 
have been enrolled in the schools since the beginning of the present 
school year. 

We also have nine pupils from outside the district, who attend the 
High School, paying two dollars per month. 

The pupils of the school are distributed into eleven grades, and a 
High School having a four-years’ Course of Study. 

The grades proper carry the instruction througlr a full and varied 
course in Language, Geography, Arithmetic (Mental and Written), 
Map-Drawing, General Topics of Information, Rhetoricals, and U. 
S. History. The High School adds General History, Physiology, 
Physical Geography, Elements of Physics, Chemistry, the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, a complete course in Algebra and Geometry, 
Elements of Rhetoric and English Literature and Book-Keeping. 

The teaching force embraces six teachers and a Superintendent, 
who is Principal of the High School. 
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Teachers’ meetings are held weekly, for the purpose of: discussing 
and systematizing their work. Much interest is manifested by the 
teachers in these meetings. l 

Our Board of Education are entitled to much credit for the assist- 
ance and support in those things which tend to make school work a 
success. “The people of West Point take great pride in their schools, 
and well they may, for they have one of the finest school buildings 
in the State. It is a fine, two-story brick building, well-furnished, 
and eost $17,000. It contains eight large, well-lighted and properly- 
ventilated school rooms, two large recitation rooms, and an office for 
the Superintendent. 'The building certainly is an ornament to the 
city, and teachers and pupils are working hard to make the school 
compare favorably with the building. 
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WISNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


MISS E. M. AUSTIN, PRINCIPAL. 


When Ientered the school six years ago it consisted of forty pupils, 
and with but little idea of true school work. There has been much 
to contend with owing to the rival boards, suits in Supreme court, 
ete., These difficulties have been settled. l 

The school now has 180 pupils enrolled and placed in four depart- 
ments. Thirty pupils are doing high school work. We have sup- 
plied fifteen of thé schools of this and adjoining counties with teachers. 
Our course of study has never been published as there have been so 
many things else to provide. We have a set of Encyclopedias and 
several other valuable books of reference; also a small buf valuable 
circulating library belonging to the school. If there is anything in 
which I have had special success, it is in educating the taste of the 
young people for good reading. Public sentiment has also materially 
changed in this respect. We were unable to furnish any work for 
the New Orleans Exposition. 
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The foregoing reports of schools were written by the principals at 
my request, and as the request was made late in the vear, many were 
very busy with the closing exercises of the term and could not comply 
fully. Others were compelled to write hastily aud could not do the 
subject justice. Some could not comply. 


CONCLUSION, 


The work of the office has continued to grow rapidly, and there is 


more than one man ean de. Much valuable time is spent in doing 
work that a novice could do well. Part of the time I have been 
compelled to employ help at my own expense, and many duties have 
been neglected from sheer inability to do two things at once. 

Some just complaint has risen because of delays in issuing state 
certificates. It has been wholly impossible for me to conduct exami- 
nations, and to facilitate matters I have sent special lists of questions 
to county superintendents requesting them to conduct the examina- 
tions and send me the written work of applicants. This has Leen 
done in a number of cases, and applicants, who all knew the circum- 
stances, have, with a single exception, been patient and waited without 
complaint until I could attend to the matter. For this patience aud 
forbearance they have my warmest thanks.» The law provides for a 
committee to conduct these examinations, but provides nothing for 
payment of their necessary expenses. I would therefore recommend 
a small appropriation for that purpose, and such amendment to the 
law as will permit an examination fee to be collected. This will 
relieve the office of much labor and will also afford justice to those 
applicants who aspire to highest rank in their profession. 

To your Excellency I extend my heartfelt thanks. Your timely 
advice and counsel have helped me in many ways, and you have never 
failed to do what lay in your power to help forward our educational 
work. To all the other officers of the executive’ department I wish 
to express my appreciation of their assistance and uniform courtesy. 

To the county superintendents and teachers my debt is beyond my 
ability to discharge. They have cordially responded to every sugges- 
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tion, and have given their co-operation in all possible cases. Without 
their help all efforts of mine would have proved unavailing. 

The support. of the press has been constant. I have always 
found the editors ready and willing to help on the right side. None 
more fully appreciate the elements of success or failure than they, and 
while there has been difference of opinion, there has been but one 
object to be attained, and that is the maintenance of our high educa- 
tional standing. The census of 1880 gives us 1.73 as the percentage 
of those who cannot read, and 2.55 as the percentage of those who 
cannot write, Iowa has the same percentage of those who cannot 
read, and 2.75 as the percentage of those who cannot write, thus 
placing us in advance of all the other states. A general awakening 
of popular pride has resulted from this state of facts, and the news- 
papers have stimulated popular sentiment. A free and outspoken 
press will help materially to keep this high position. 

The railroads have been liberal in all questions rélating to educa- 
tional work. None appreciate more fully the advantage of public 
enlightenment, and none have given help more freely than the man- 
agers of the roads in our state. For many personal and official cour- 
tesies they have my thanks. 

The people of the state have given such an endorsement of my 
work as would make a much more ambitious man justly proud. The 
trust they have for a third time placed in my charge shall not be 
violated. The best I have of head and heart, however inadequate, is 
theirs to command. 
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Statistics of Graded Schools for year ending June, 1884, 
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Colleges and Private Schools for the Year Ending Jume 30, 1884. ; 
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A. list of those holding State Certificates is herewith submitted. A 
few renewals may have been made that do not appear here. But 1 
do not think there are more than two or three at most. The first 
grade certificate is given for two years, and the professional certificate 
is good for life if the holder maintains his educational work. "There 
are twenty-three of the Jatter, and about eighty first grades, ihe dates 
of expiration being given in the list. 
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List uf Those Holding State First Grade Certificates, with Date of Expiration. 
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Receipts during 1883. 
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Pawnec......... 5003 89; 8878 37 2753 51 5701 90 3768 241 — 26193 41Í 9.5 
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Seward ........ 722879 1175165 12631 08 6966 66, 5168 31: — 41016 49 12.2 
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Wheeler... . 176 10 ` 2359 65 115 77 26 AB eee coe vee o 677 97) 178 
York usus. S, B153 12 11089 52, 5961 64 7087 84, 4241 58, — 35053 70i 11 
—— —— __- ——— —— — —— OT, AY. 
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TABLE III. 
Statistics of Schools, 1883. 
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC; INSTRUCTION. 127: 
TABLE IV. 
j School Statistics—1883. 
. { ML 
No, children in each Whole No.of children! g ¡Numb'r uan 5 La e 
County bet. ages © that aften'd school} 4 ES fied teachers janaly | teach- 
COUNTIES. of 5 and 21 yrs. during the year. a 23 employed, | 
A Eeer Pu CP 
> : H iz 2 E 
PEM'S | TOTAL | MALES FEX'S [tome ES [aranes ES| FEM'S | MALES| FEM'S 
Antelope........| 1215! 1191; 2406;  654| «+ 570; 1224) *673 
Adem? sens) 1980! 16506] 3635) 1 1374 e 25 
Buffalo...........] 1925)  1810| 3735) 1264) 1227 24911 16701" 28 
Boone.............. 962, 831} 1793 5:0 475| 1045 7i 11 
Burt ...... — 1803, 1638; 3441) 1261| 1006} 2267! 12336! 29 
Butler enn s) 2023) 1848| 3871 1182; 2528| 1451, Aë 
P T A 3637; 3238|, 6875| 2625]  2068| 4703) 2968| 89 
Cheyenne... 109; 101 210 69 67 186} 101| 3 
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Dawson ..........«. 672) 624i 12961 4281 450) 858 458| 16 
Dakota, 812 784 159%] 5 517| 1100] 698j 12 
Dixon......... 1012; 1081 2043] sed a 1649 1207; 25 
Dodee cano] 2421) 2195. 1771} 1545| *3316| *1823) 13 
Donglas «een «| 8832 5830) 11662, 3474) 31425]  6969| 4106 33 
FHlmore......., 2195! 1930;  4061| 1481 1347} 2827; 1553 43 
Franklin... 88 835, 1717 668)  596| 1264; 561 23 
Frontier... -| 113 US 225 82 63 97 5 
Furn 1829| 740; 732! 1472) 1168 22 
3594 6806 2333| 4719! 267 71 
477 892) ao 234) 5 267 3 
2 578) 178) 176] 35 6 
35561 1336| 1356} 2762) 1953 29 
3487) 1316! 11311 2447} 1479 51 
17641  721|  661| 1392| 847 23 
| 18 3301 125|  113|  238| 183 3 
Howard... s.u.. 1095 Si 1990|  608| 502, vm 627 21 
Holt nmn 1045 — 960| 2007] 604] 495] 1099) 568 22 
Jefferson... 1778; 1597] 3876) 1286] 1919] 3155 35 
Johnson A Pe 5, 1953 4018 1897 1279 2646 1245 33 
e 294299 vv IIIA J D 
Kearney...) 915: 795) 1710| 645] 528} 1173) 655} 28 
Enox......---]  ,909 883, 1792| 665) 625) 1290) *709 21 
Lancasters...) 4860 4662 9522 3156] 3247| 6803| *8741 76 
Lincoln ....... i 479, 485i ei 346;  365| "sl 486 4 
Madigon........, 1369 1317; 2686| al 721] 1532] *842 25 
Merrick... ...... 1106 907; 2103! . 850) om 1553) 854 33 
Nanee....c nl 448, 367) 810] 2561 — 208| 465) 325 1 
Nemaha.......... 4 9200: 2244; 4534] 1555 Do 3069| 1652 8 
1842 57 
1532; 3251, 1237; 1196]  2433| 1802 29 
Phelps......... 610! 22!  1132|  357| 518 665) 400 16 
Plerte.. | 209 O — 640| — 236 176 oa 9259] I 
Platte ree 20061 1888! 3:94!  1369| 940) 2309) 1317 39 
Polk... aese I501 1341: 13511 806] 2157| *1185 36 
Red KEE ..] 474 495: 899)  369| 299)  668| 398 17 
Richardson... 3425! 3144] 6569] 2623; 2351) 4974 64 
Saline. EE cet 8046; 2711  5757| 2203) 2114}  4317| 2597 61 
Sarpy...) 1014 Sei 1 679| "aa 1191| sai 19 
Saunders.. E 3240;  6105| 2133 12 50 
Seward.............. 2502; 2166!  4668| 1 1298! 2723| *1497 2 
15 
36 
17 
= 23 


Washington... ane 2179, 194 4123 1898] 1811 2709 1342 
Wayne ......... 312 276 587 233 216 439] 176 10 
Webster. «| 14191 319} 2788] 996 1.  1943| 1904 35 
Wheeler RECON 146 1 276 82 68 50 60 2 
VOTE. siteres xe 2444 _ 4667 1626|, 1495 3121} 2021 42 
Total...) 96627) 88430 m 66171! 59958! 126129] 72957! 1788 
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konter. e o sns os aroa s 04 00 393 00 505 00 $5 00 TO 001, ee sens vi a 8721 917 21 
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xOSper ... 1 ‘ ‘ 00 1224 00 947 00 ¡HENO eeee 1427 24 1440 24 
all, sar " 0450 20 11531 16 98301 55 6018 00 2243 del 23080 10 3648 69° 20728 78 
Hamilton —— 6122 59 9810 15 24165 00 1845 00! 1442 90! 7169 50 1814 05! — 12589 65 
Harlan. . ............ ds : 2262 Au 4673 92 9147 00 1455 20 1491 60 4200 23 2980 36} 7189 59 
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TABLE VI. 
School Statistics, 1888. 
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